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State Water Board Adopts New Order for 
Central Valley Dairies
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North Coast Reports 
Due November 30
A quick reminder 
that Water Board 
Annual Reports are 
due by November 30 
to North Coast and 
San Francisco Bay 
Regional Water Quality 
Control Boards.

The State Water Resources Control Board voted 4-0 on September 15, to adopt a new order 
and regulatory framework for Central Valley dairies. The long-awaited order outlines and 
sets in motion a roadmap forward for reducing nitrate impacts from dairy farms via setting 
progressively more stringent manure and nitrogen application limits, while also addressing 
impacts from unlined dairy manure lagoons. However, many of these provisions will be 
developed over the next several years, allowing time for dairy operators to prepare.

The State order directs the Central Valley Regional Water Board to prepare a new Waste 
Discharge Requirements General Order for Central Valley Dairies (replacing the version 
that was last issued in 2013) within five years, while also taking shorter-term actions related 
to manure ponds. At the same time, the State Board will oversee a process to develop peer-
reviewed interim and final discharge and application limits for dairies. 

The dairy industry, including Dairy Cares, and others were engaged in the process over the 
last several years, providing education, information and dairy tours.

One of the most important steps in the near term will be for existing dairies to enroll any 
herd expansions that have occurred since 2005 for coverage under the current and new 
orders. That process will play out over the next several months and dairy owners/operators 
should watch this space and other trusted channels for updated information while also 
remaining alert and working with their consultants and/or trade associations to stay aware of 
any steps that need to be taken.

Strict Inspection & Treatment Procedures Allow Some 
Mexican Cattle to Enter U.S. 

Dairy Plus Program 
Solicitation Closes, 
Receiving Record 
Number of 
Applications
The third and final 
solicitation for project 
proposals under the Dairy 
Plus Program closed on 
September 14. Once again, 
the program, funded by 
USDA’s Advancing Markets 
for Producers Initiative, 
received great response 
and was oversubscribed. 52 
applications were received, 
requesting a total of $62.7 
million in funding. Proposed 
projects included advanced 
separation with flocculants 
an/or beads, vermifiltration, 
weeping walls, and centrifuge 
separation. The 2026 
Applicant list has been 
posted on CDFA’s Dairy 
Plus webpage. Applications 
will be reviewed by the 
program’s Technical Advisory 
Committee using the 
program’s scoring criteria. 
Projects selected for grant 
awards are expected to be 
announced in November.

By: J.P. Cativiela, Regulatory Affairs Director, Dairy Cares, jcativiela@cogentcc.com
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Dr. Michael Payne, UCD School of Vet Med and Director CDQAP and Dr. Nicki Humphrey, Cattle and Swine 
Specialist, Animal Health Branch, CDFA
On August 24, USDA reopened the Douglas, Arizona port to cattle imports, which 
was followed by the September 24 reopening of the Santa Teresa port in New Mexico. 
Historically, the Santa Teresa port is the busiest livestock inspection port on the border, 
handling roughly 43% of all Mexican cattle imports. While there are no cattle inspection 
facilities along the Mexican-California border, reopenings at several additional ports in 
other states are being planned. 

Investigation into the dissemination of New World Screwworm (NWS) 
suggest that fast, long-distance spread most frequently results from 
transportation of infested livestock. With these recent port reopenings, 
California producers remain understandably concerned about California 
and U.S. biosecurity. 

So how is USDA preventing Screwworms from entering the U.S. on imported cattle?

Inspection & Treatment Requirements for Mexican Imports: Protocols for permitting, 
inspection and treatment were recently released by USDA and its equivalent Mexican 
agency, SENASICA. Protocols may differ if animals are being imported as general cattle 

Continued on Page 2

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oars/dairyplus/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oars/dairyplus/
mailto:%20jcativiela%40cogentcc.com?subject=
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/cattle-bison-germplasm/mexico
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aphis-senasica-nws-protocol-import-ruminants.pdf
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State Water Board Adopts New Order for Central Valley Dairies - continued
Adoption of the State’s Order will also lead to a new annual reporting system for Central Valley dairies. That system is under 
development by the Central Valley Dairy Representative Monitoring Program, in close consultation with the Central Valley Water 
Board. The system is expected to be launched sometime in 2027, and will replace the current annual reporting system — again, 
stay tuned for more information. CDQAP will provide outreach and training to assist farmers in use of the new reporting system.

A new, detailed revised Central Valley dairy order, which will contain the new manure application and discharge limits and 
compliance limits, is likely about five years away. But there are steps dairy operators can take now to prepare. Most important of 
these is to re-examine Nutrient Management Plans to determine if there is sufficient demand from forage crops for both the liquid 
and solid manure the dairy produces. If surplus manure is produced, that will need to be managed to prevent over application to 
crops. This is an essential first step to meeting the coming limits and being able to comply with the new regulations. As such, 
dairies are advised to work with their consultants, extension advisers, trade associations or other trusted experts to understand 
any manure surplus issues and options that exist for exporting those surpluses off the dairy for use elsewhere, or treating those 
surpluses with new technologies such as vermifiltration (worm beds) or advanced manure solids-liquids separators.

Lastly, dairy operators in areas with shallow groundwater tables should know that the recently adopted order also directs the 
Central Valley Water Board to investigate and address manure ponds that intersect the water table. According to the order, this 
process must begin within the next year. This process could lead to orders for some dairies to investigate the water levels below 
their dairies and could also lead eventually to orders to close ponds or reconstruct them above ground.

Producers should watch their trade association newsletters for updates.

Strict Cattle Inspection & Treatment Procedures - continued
imports or if they are intended for immediate slaughter. Here are some of the highlights:

•	 Inspection of individual, Mexican born and raised cattle will be conducted at separate USDA and Mexican inspection facilities. 
Inspection will be performed by specially trained and certified government veterinarians for evidence of NWS infestation or 
castration, dehorning or other wounds. 

•	 Animals with visible wounds are not eligible for export. Samples from suspect infestation cases, once confirmed, the Mexican 
Herd of Origin losses export eligibility.  

•	 Each bovine entering the U.S. will be treated with a systemic product approved by USDA for treatment and prevention of 
NWS. This currently includes IM or SQ doramectin formulations, which will treat or prevent NWS infestation for 21 days and 
carry a 35-day slaughter withdrawal period. Label use is not permitted in female dairy cattle 20 months of age or older. 

•	 Each bovine entering the U.S. for immediate slaughter will be dipped for ticks within 7 to 14 days treated with a topical 
insecticide product approved by USDA for cattle being imported from NWS-affected countries. This requirement was already 
in place to prevent movement of Cattle Fever Ticks into the U.S. 

Likely Impact on U.S. Beef Prices: While the USDA is easing import restrictions on Mexican cattle, it is unlikely that U.S. beef prices 
will fall quickly. The Santa Teresa cattle inspection port is the busiest in the country, but only about 1,000 cattle a day are expected to 
cross down from an average of about 3,000 per day. In addition, it takes about five to eight months to raise imported Mexican cattle to 
slaughter weight. Finally, recovery from the mid-western drought and a 75-year low of the U.S. beef herd inventory will take time.  

How Can Producers Best Protect Their Herds from Screwworm?: The decreasing number of new U.S. cases suggests that 
USDA’s rapid response which includes release of sterile flies appears to be working. If all imported Mexican cattle are inspected 
and treated prior to entering, the risk of the pest entering at border ports should be low. 

The fact that we continue to detect new, albeit infrequent, U.S. cases in animals without a history of travel suggests that NWS is 
present, but perhaps in low numbers, perhaps brought across the border across by wildlife. Particularly when importing cattle from 
areas known to have had NWS cases, it is essential that producers comply with animal movement requirements. CDQAP and CDFA 
have collaborated on guidance for producers to protect their herds from NWS. Also check out our list of best information resources. 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aphis-senasica-nws-protocol-import-ruminants.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/protocol-import-steers-spayed-heifers-cattle-bison-feeders-mexico-to-usa.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/aphis-approved-products-import-livestock-new-world-screwworm-affected-countries
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-import/aphis-approved-products-import-livestock-new-world-screwworm-affected-countries
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/cattle-fever
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/us-eases-screwworm-ban-mexican-cattle-beef-prices-unlikely-budge-2026-09-24/
https://www.drought.gov/national
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/29/nx-s1-5719511/beef-cattle-herd-food-prices
https://e8c369e6-e4d8-432d-93ef-5fbc2f799609.usrfiles.com/ugd/e8c369_2a70b4e226894684944c19d552e99214.pdf
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/cdqap_newsletter_march_2026.pdf
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/cdqap_newsletter_july_2026.pdf


