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Reminder- Dairy Plus Applications Due Sept 14

CDQAP Quali ty Assurance Update -  August 2026

Prepare for Winter 
Conditions

Think about winter now. This may be 
difficult with 100 degree days. There’s 
a 70 percent or better probability of a 
super El Niño for winter. This could 
result in high winter rains beyond 
the 1982/1983 or 1997/1998 winters. 
Meteorologists are suggesting there 
will be near average rainfall through 
fall until Christmas. However, by 
January we’re looking at above or 
well above average rainfall for the San 
Joaquin Valley with higher rainfalls 
south of Fresno. 

Now is the time to prepare for winter 
rains. Drive around the dairy and 
evaluate where preparations are needed 
for 3 inches of rain. 

	☑ Monitor lagoon capacity
	☑ Utilize lagoon water according 

to nutrient management plan
	☑ Check all drains and 

conveyance structures, ditches, 
pumps 

	☑ Clean gutters and downspouts
	☑ Clean as much manure from 

pens and fence lines as possible
	☑ Have flex hosing available to 

divert roof water from lagoon
	☑ Dispose of plastic and 

anything else that can plug pipes
	☑ Ensure flex hosing for trash 

pumps is functional
	☑ Check backup generators now 

and in December.
	☑ Weatherize corrals and roads if 

needed (fill holes, procure almond 
shells)

Pay particular attention to how manure 
and runoff will be managed for any 
new structures on the dairy. 
As always, check your favorite 
weather app to be advised of messy 
days ahead.

CDFA and CDRF announced that the final round for project 
applications for the Dairy Plus program is open now through 
September 14th. Over $34 million is available with individual 
projects receiving up to $1.25 million in funding. The Dairy Plus 
Program is a collaborative initiative designed to support dairy 
farmers in adopting advanced manure management projects. 
The program is funded through USDA’s Advancing Markets for 
Producers (AMP) Initiative. All dairy farmers are eligible. To learn more about 
the program and access application documents, visit the Dairy Plus Program 
webpage. Applicants are encouraged to start the application submittal process 
early to ensure adequate time to navigate the new CDFA application portal.

By: Deanne Meyer, Livestock Waste Management 
Specialist, UC Davis and UC ANR,
 dmeyer@ucdavis.edu

Survey on Compost in California Agriculture
Share your perspectives to help develop the 
statewide agricultural compost strategy!
CDFA and CalRecycle are working to develop a statewide 
agricultural compost strategy to advance compost use in California 
agriculture. They are looking to include your opinions and 
experiences. Whether you are currently making or using compost, 
thinking about it, or not using it at all, your thoughts matter! 
Please share your experiences and opinions in this 15-minute survey.  
All responses are anonymous.  The survey will close October 1, 2026.
SURVEY LINK: https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8943720/farmer-survey

Highlights from 2026 FBI-InfraGard Ag Symposium
By Dr. Michael Payne, UCD School of Vet Med and Director CDQAP
Preventing and responding to national and international criminal threats 
requires local, state and federal coordination. That was the focus of the 
4th Annual Northern California FBI – InfraGard Symposium, held at the 
Sonoma State University campus in Rohnert Park on July 21. 

Now in its third decade, the InfraGard Program is the FBI’s primary collaboration 
with private industry. Its mission is to partner to protect sixteen infrastructure sectors, 
which include energy, water, communications, and agriculture. 

After a brief background check, industry representatives can receive intelligence 
and training that are not typically available to the public. Membership is free 
and dairy organizations are encouraged to apply. The importance of InfraGard’s 
membership practices, which include pre-registration and sign-in at meetings, 
was perhaps best highlighted during the symposium, when several animal rights 
activists tried to gain entry and were politely escorted out. Continued on Page 2
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Judge Rules HPAI Quarantined Dairies Should Remain Confidential
By Dr. Michael Payne, UCD School of Vet Med and Director CDQAP

CDFA’s long-standing practice of maintaining the confidentiality of quarantined farms was upheld in a July 
22 ruling by Sacramento Superior Court Judge Shelleyanne Chang. California Rural Legal Assistance, CRLA, 
a legal justice non-profit, had sought to force CDFA to release the names and locations of dairies quarantined during the 
state’s HPAI outbreak under California’s Public Records Act. CRLA asserted that knowing locations would allow targeted 
health education and outreach to at-risk dairy workers. The court however sided with CDFA that maintaining confidentiality 
of dairy operators was key to getting their cooperation, especially in reporting symptoms of sick cows.

Westen United Dairies, which provided the court with data on the efforts producers made to protect their employees 
during the outbreak, celebrated the victory in their newsletter: "This decision protects more than farm privacy. It protects 
California’s ability to respond to the next disease outbreak. When dairy farmers know they can work with animal health 
officials without exposing their operations to unnecessary risk, everyone benefits." 

Written expert testimony submitted by CDQAP’s Dr. Michael Payne, explaining potential threats to critical biosecurity, 
were extensively cited in judge’s decision.

Highlights from 2026 FBI-InfraGard Ag Symposium - continued
Here are some of the non-classified highlights shared at the symposium:
Domestic Terrorism – Attendees were briefed on the frightening variety of ideological  crimes that increasingly target critical 
infrastructure. One case-history detailed the nine-state crime spree extending from California to Wisconsin in which two 
radicalized animal rights activists released almost 6,000 animals resulting in hundreds of thousands of dollars in property 
damage. The couple was only apprehended, convicted, and incarcerated because of citizen reporting to law enforcement. 

Cybercrime – Driven largely by Iranian cyber-attacks, assaults on U.S. infrastructure have ballooned, with thousands of 
probes on water systems in at least twelve states. Aside from state-sponsored terrorism, financially motivated cybercrime 
also continues to rise, even into agriculture. In one particularly chilling case, AI was used to create a deep-fake video 
conference, convincing the real CFO to transfer $25 million to cybercriminals. Some, but not all, of the money was 
recovered and the CFO was dismissed. 

It only takes a few cumulative minutes of news or social media recordings for freely available AI programs to create 
a convincing audio or visual representation of anyone. When faced with a “nephew” needing bail money or “IT staff” 
needing passwords, the best response is to hang up and confirm the caller’s identity with a known phone number. 

Cargo Theft – Digital fraud, identity theft, fake credentials and even GPS signal jammers have fueled dramatic increases in cargo 
theft, with food and ag products accounting for one-third of all cargo theft incidents. The problem has become so pronounced that 
partnering with the FBI the California Highway Patrol has developed its Cargo Theft Interdiction Program CTIP. 

Rural Crime – Sargent Dan Ager from the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department and the highly effective Rural Crime 
Prevention Task Force (CRCPTF), addressed issues of concern to farmers throughout the state. Highlights included that 
while new legislation is useful, metal theft remains a persistent problem. Cockfighting is typically associated not only 
with gambling but also with organized crime activity, including narcotics and firearms. Equipment theft has become 
increasingly efficient, with tractors, trucks and other heavy equipment arriving in Mexico in less than 24 hours. With the 
collapse of much of the state’s cannabis industry, many farms have closed, but some are being taken over by Mexican and 
Asian cartels, for production of black-market cannabis and money laundering. 

Law Enforcement Needs Your Help – A central theme throughout the symposium was that the more quickly law 
enforcement is informed of incidents, the more quickly they can identify a pattern and act. This underlines the importance 
of Suspicious Activity Reports SARs, which have been instrumental in coordinating response in California, particularly for 
activist activities. Many dairy organizations trade staff have been trained and are available to help producers submit reports. 

CDQAP has partnered with state and federal law enforcement to develop concise and actionable guidance 
on preventing and responding to rural crime. For more information, email Dr. Michael Payne.

https://www.fresnobee.com/news/business/agriculture/article316648433.html
https://www.fresnobee.com/news/business/agriculture/article316648433.html
https://westernuniteddairies.com/2026/07/court-upholds-dairy-farm-confidentiality-during-h5n1-outbreak/
https://usafacts.org/articles/the-state-of-domestic-terrorism-in-the-us/
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/CriticalInfrastructureTargeting09072022.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdca/pr/animal-rights-activist-sentenced-21-months-cross-country-crime-spree-targeting-fur
https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/counterterrorism/us-violent-extremism-mobilization-indicators-critical-infrastructure-sector.pdf/view
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/cdqap_newsletter_april_2026.pdf
https://www.csis.org/analysis/mapping-iranian-cyberattacks-us-water-systems
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/CDQAP_November2022_FINAL.pdf
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/cybersecurity/deepfake-heist-criminals-steal-25m-via-fake-video-conference/
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/23/1165146797/it-takes-a-few-dollars-and-8-minutes-to-create-a-deepfake-and-thats-only-the-sta
https://www.mhlnews.com/global-supply-chain/article/55273037/supply-chain-sees-high-theft-rates-in-2024
https://www.chp.ca.gov/programs-services/programs/cargo-theft-interdiction-program2/
https://crcptf.org/
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/bills/ca_202520260ab476
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/6-killings-in-likely-cannabis-dispute-spotlight-violence-in-californias-illegal-pot-market
https://sacrtac.org/default.aspx?menuitemid=686&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://cdqap.org/ruminations/cdqap-ruminations-preventing-rural-crime-on-your-dairy/
mailto:mpayne%40ucdavis.edu?subject=

