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Spring Into Fly Control

Spring started with intermittent late rains and cool 
nights for much of California. Winter forage is 
being harvested as weather permits. Manure solids 
and slurries are being hauled from corrals to fields. 
This is also the official start of fly season.

	☑ Key maintenance items play a role to keep fly 
populations down as temperatures rise.

	☑ Double check fence lines and under waterers 
to be sure manure was removed. 

	☑ Repair leaky waterers to minimize moist 
areas.

	☑ Watch for and repair leaky soaker nozzles.

	☑ Regularly groom corrals.

	☑ Manage separated solids to expedite drying.

	☑ Manage wet feeds to minimize fly breeding 
areas. 

	☑ Establish regular fly control procedures (fly 
tape, spray, etc.)

May the summer be relatively mild and the flies minimal!

CDQAP Environmental Certification provides 
piece of mind that you are in compliance with 
all local, state and federal regulations, helps 
show customers that California dairy cares 
about the environmental stewardship and 
earns the facility a 50% reduction in water 
quality fees for up to 5 years with continued 
regulatory compliance.
CDQAP certification is easy and voluntary. It’s a simple three-step process:
1.	 Complete educational classes (6 hours of water quality and 2 hours 

of air quality). The educational component is available online.
2.	 Complete required record keeping for water and air quality.
3.	 Complete an on-farm, third-party evaluation.
Evaluations cost $550 per facility. To learn more about CDQAP 
Environmental Certification, your class completion status, or 
to schedule an evaluation, call (530) 574-0524. Evaluations are 
scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis. Call soon to schedule 
your evaluation. The deadline for certification is September 30, to 
be eligible for a 50% discount on water quality fees for the 2026-
27 billing cycle. Evaluations for 2026 must be scheduled before 
September 1 to ensure that it can be completed before the deadline.

Upcoming Classes on 
Nitrogen Management 

The CDQAP will be hosting workshops in June 
on the Modesto Order and coming regulatory 
changes in nitrogen management. One of the 
workshops is being tailored to the environmental 
consultant audience (to be held via Zoom on 
June 10), and two additional workshop offerings 
will be designed specifically for dairy farmers 
(one to be held in-person on June 11 in Modesto 
and the other held via Zoom on June 19). Watch 
your email and processor/trade organization 
newsletters for details and links.

Dairy Plus Program: Next Solicitation for 
Project Proposals Expected in June

Is your dairy certified in Environmental Stewardship?

Interested in implementing an advanced manure 
treatment technology on your dairy? The Dairy 
Plus program is excited to announce that the next 
solicitation for project applications is coming 
soon: in mid-June! Managed by CDRF and the 
California Department of Food and Agriculture's 

(CDFA) Office of Agricultural Resilience and Sustainability (OARS) 
and funded by a USDA Advancing Markets for Producers (AMP) 
initiative grant, the program provides incentive funding for advanced 
manure management technologies and technical assistance. Types 
of technologies offered in the program include: advanced separation 
with flocculants or bead filters, centrifuge, subsurface drip irrigation, 
vermifiltration, and weeping walls.  The 2026 solicitation is anticipated 
to be the final year the funding will be offered. Interested producers 
should watch their emails for future announcements or visit these 
webpages for more information: 
•	 https:// www.cdfa.ca.gov/oars/dairyplus 
•	 https://cdrf.org/climate-smart-commodities-grant-info/ 

Regulatory changes are coming, 
starting in the Modesto area.

By Dr. Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock Waste Management 
Specialist, UC Davis & UC ANR

Required Forms for Ownership 
Transfers/Closure Article on Page 2

https:// www.cdfa.ca.gov/oars/dairyplus
https://cdrf.org/climate-smart-commodities-grant-info/


CDQAP is a program of the California Dairy Research Foundation.

CDQAP Quality Assurance Update 
May 2026 Page 2

A Program of the California Dairy Research Foundation

+

Is There a Form for This? Required Forms for Ownership Transfers or Closure

California Dairy
Sustainability

Summit

For facilities in the Central Valley, if you are making changes on the dairy there are times when it’s essential to communicate 
with the Regional Water Quality Control Board and the San Joaquin Air District as well as the appropriate County agency. 
They all may have forms to be completed for special situations.  Transfer of ownership or operator has a special form from the 
Regional Water Board and another few forms from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District which also includes 
Conservation Management Plan updating. If you remove animals from the facility and keep the facility active, you need to 
have a discussion with the Regional Water Quality Control Board staff and complete necessary documents. You will submit an 
annual report and pay an annual fee (markedly reduced). When you close a dairy, you need to submit a dairy facility closure 
plan to the Regional Water Quality Control Board staff to identify how all manures (solid and liquid) will be managed and 
address any other concerns by staff. Consult with the Regional Board staff before you begin the closure process to be sure you 
meet all of their reporting expectations.

By Dr. Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock Waste Management Specialist, UC Davis & UC ANR

VIEW THE 2026 RECAP 
+ RECORDINGS HERE

Summit Session Recordings and Summary Available
More than 115 dairy farmers gathered alongside partners and policymakers at the sixth California Dairy Sustainability 
Summit on March 24. With a total audience of more than 500, the 2026 Summit helped to shine a light on the importance of 
dairy farming, challenges ahead, and ways that policymakers, technology and service providers, financial investors, and the 
broader community can help support dairy farms. Water scarcity was a central topic. You can flip through the event Summary 
here, and also view the session recordings to hear what dairy farmers and other speakers had to say. CDQAP is proud to be a 
co-host of the Summit.

https://waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/confined_animal_facilities/general_order_guidance/dairy/dairy_forms/owner_operator_transfer.pdf
https://www.valleyair.org/media/1mmfqvms/transfer-of-ownership-or-name-change-application.pdf
https://www.valleyair.org/media/2uek20zg/cmpp_to_or_name_change_application_4.pdf
https://www.cadairysummit.com/2026-summary-guide
https://www.cadairysummit.com/2026-summary-guide
https://www.cadairysummit.com/2026-recordings

