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Industry Submitting Important Comments on Draft
of New Water Quality Requirements
By Denise Mullinax, Assistant Director, CDQAP & Executive Director, California Dairy Research Foundation

On July 8, the dairy industry and others provided public comments to the State Water
Resources Control Board on the second draft of their Revised Draft Dairy Order.
Released on June 15, the revised draft is open for written public comment until July
30, and is slated for consideration for adoption at a public hearing in September. The
Revised Draft Dairy Order is a big deal. Once finalized and adopted, it will provide
direction to the Regional Water Quality Control Board for the future regulation of
dairy facilities.

The second draft has undergone some improvements and is now focused only on the
Central Valley Region. However, the draft still includes some complex and costly
requirements that are problematic for dairies. Problematic areas include complicated
requirements for lagoons, including seepage testing; complicated definitions for
existing vs. new dairies; a plan to develop groundwater loading limits and the use of
a new land application formula; and reporting timelines and requirements. Industry
representatives, the Regional Board, and others provided strong comments and
suggestions to the State Board for needed improvements. The State Board appeared
open to input but is looking for it to be specific, and to balance collecting input with
steady progress to maintain their targeted Board consideration date. Several dairy
organizations will be submitting detailed, written comments. Producers wanting
additional information or who are interested in submitting written comments should
work with their trade associations and/or processors, making sure any comments are
submitted by the July 30 deadline.

Best Information Resources for Screwworm

By Dr. Michael Payne, UCD School of Vet Med and Director CDQAP and Dr. Nicki Humphrey, Cattle and
Swine Specialist, Animal Health Branch, CDFA

As of this writing, 37 animal cases of New World Screwworm, NWS, have been
reported in the U.S. Of these 37 cases, 17 are “active,” meaning there are ongoing
treatment and wound management efforts on individual animals. An additional 20
cases are classified as inactive, meaning that treatment or other mitigation, such

as carcass disposal, has been effective in resolving the case. All active cases are
currently limited to 7 counties in Texas. The single New Mexico case, now inactive,
involved a dog that may have traveled to Texas. So far, no wildlife cases have been
identified, only domestic animals including cattle, goats, sheep, and three dogs.

California livestock producers are understandably concerned about potential spread of
the pest out of the Southwest into our state. Producers, however, have been barraged
with so much information, it’s been akin to drinking from a fire hose...
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CDQAP Field Day and
Webinar to Explore
Manure Tech Eligible
for Dairy Plus Funding

Dairy Plus project applications

are being accepted by CDFA now
through September 14. This is
anticipated to be the final round

of Dairy Plus funding available to
support implementation of advanced
manure management technologies
CDQAP is hosting two events this
month to help producers explore
technology options so they can best
take advantage of this opportunity.

Field Day- Advanced Separation
with Flocculants System

Thursday, July 23

10 am - 12 noon, lunch to follow
Learn from a dairy producer and

the tech provider about an advanced
separation system that uses
flocculants. The field day will take
place in Stanislaus County. The dairy
name and address will be provided
upon registration. Register HERE.

Webinar - Considerations for
Choosing a Tech for Your Farm
Thursday, July 30

11 am - 12 noon

Dr. Deanne Meyer will highlight
questions for producers to think
through when choosing a manure
management technology and setting
their facilities up for long-term
success. Register HERE.
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https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oars/dairyplus/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Vvv-U-RgJk-tGsFDHaUUPY-ihbuoI7xMuERrG21rGQBURUhQWUxPTEhWSVA3VUVQWk5BTFVUUTdUMC4u&route=shorturl
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SJRBjrzFSh-6dloWeA0Wbg#/registration
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/r5-2013-0122.html
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/cdqap_newsletter_march_2026.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world
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Best Information Resources for Screwworm - Cont.

Working with our colleagues at CDFA, we’ve curated the following list of Screwworm
resources, to provide producers with guidance for their specific information needs.

CDFA’s Screwworm Home Page — CDFA’s homepage for all things NWS. Includes
up-to-the-minute news & updates, current movement requirements, infographics,
webinar recordings and much more.

Movement Requirements into California — Producers purchasing, receiving or
arranging transport of cattle into California, from infested zones or states with

infested zones will find detailed information here. Includes a special section on dairy
heifers. Producers with questions regarding movement permits and requirements, can
contact CDFA via email or phone (909-247-8789).

Determine if a Texas Facility is in an Infested or Surveillance Zone — To determine

whether the premises of origin you are looking to move cattle from is within a zone in
Texas, use this mapping tool.

Determine if a New Mexico Facility is in an Infested or Surveillance Zone — To

determine whether the premises of origin you are looking to move cattle from is
within a zone in New Mexico, use this mapping tool.

Current California Statewide Quarantine Order — Although no NWS cases have

been detected in California, CDFA has used its Quarantine Authority to implement
various protective safeguards. This links to the complete 8-page text describing current
quarantine actions and movement requirements from states with infested zones.

Current NWS Status in U.S. — Find the most current information on the location
and number of cases identified throughout the U.S.

Current NWS Status in Mexico — See the current Mexico infestation status.

Current Status of Sterile Fly Facilities — Follow the progress of sterile fly
production and dispersal facilities in both the U.S. and Mexico.

UC Riverside NWS Entomology Webpage — From UC Riverside’s Murillo
Research Laboratory comes this comprehensive review of NWS biology.

Manual for New World Screwworm Care — From our colleagues at Zoetis Animal
Health comes this comprehensive manual on how to treat infested livestock, something we
are hoping no California producers will have to do. The manual is also available in Spanish.
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Still Time to Register
for FBI-InfraGard Ag
Symposium

July 30 in Sonoma County

The primary FBI partnership with
private industry is the InfraGard
Program, which started after the
2001 September 11 attacks. The
Sacramento and San Francisco
InfraGard branches will conduct
their 4th Annual Food and
Agriculture Symposium, on July 21,
2026, in Sonoma County. Because
the symposium shares sensitive
information related to terrorism,
cargo theft, and human trafficking,
all registration requests are reviewed.
During registration you may be
prompted to list who suggested that
you attend. If you're in the dairy
industry, use “Michael Payne —
CDQAP.” Don’t be surprised if the
location information arrives the day
before the meeting. For a meeting
agenda go here. To register go here.
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https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/screwworm/
https://e8c369e6-e4d8-432d-93ef-5fbc2f799609.usrfiles.com/ugd/e8c369_2a70b4e226894684944c19d552e99214.pdf
mailto:NWSpermitting%40cdfa.ca.gov?subject=
https://tahc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=fc8902674b004a778f44e3fe219c255f
https://nmsu.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=c77423a2c4a9471190063fedfdf76d53
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_Health/screwworm/docs/cdfa_statewide_quarantine.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-status?page=1
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/sterile-fly-production-dispersal-facilities
https://murillolab.ucr.edu/screwworm
https://www.zoetisus.com/content/_assets/docs/Cattle/Manual-for-NWS-Myiasis-Care.pdf
https://www.zoetisus.com/content/_assets/docs/Cattle/Spanish-Manual-for-NWS-Myiasis-Care.pdf
https://infragard-sacramento.org/
https://e8c369e6-e4d8-432d-93ef-5fbc2f799609.usrfiles.com/ugd/e8c369_03f0bced0b8d4ca8a1734fecc94e7ecc.pdf
https://ncric.org/InfraGard2026FoodAgSymposium

