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What’s Going on with New World Screwworm?

Dr. Michael Payne, UCD School of Vet Med and Director CDQAP and Dr. Nicki Humphrey, Cattle
and Swine Specialist, Animal Health Branch, CDFA

Livestock producers remain understandably
concerned about reports that the New World
Screwworm (NWS) continues to creep towards
the U.S. — Mexico border. Recent briefings by
USDA, CDFA, and a webinar hosted by the NMPE,
however, provide assurance that surveillance

and response efforts are moving forward with all
deliberate speed. Here are some highlights:

How close is Screwworm pest to the U.S.?

Northward fly movement has occurred in the Mexican state of Tamaulipas,
about 150 miles from the Texas border. The previous closest detection site,
about 70 miles from the U.S. border in the state of Nuevo Leon, now appears
inactive. The USDA map on the next page depicts the relative concentrations of
reported cases in Mexico.

Is the U.S. - Mexico border still closed?

Yes. Because virtually all long-distance spread of the pest results from
transportation of infested animals, the current border closure provides critical
protection to U.S. livestock.

What other actions are being taken to combat the pest?

USDA Audits in Mexico - USDA staff conduct regular NWS audits in various
areas throughout Mexico. Because different Mexican States have variable
animal health expertise and resources, the audits help direct corrective actions.

Sterile Fly Release - Sterile flies are being released over areas in Mexico where
surveillance traps show continued infestation. The map on the next page shows
the blue “polygon” dispersal area targeted for fly release along the Mexican border,
into the state of Tamaulipas and 50 miles into Texas. In Texas, some limited
ground release of flies is being conducted as a proactive, precautionary measure.

U.S. Sterile Fly Facilities — New sterile fly production and dispersal facilities

are being brought online rapidly. The fly dispersal facility site at Moore Air
Base in Texas is just now becoming operational, with an eventual capacity

of dispersing up to 100 million sterile flies a week. Currently sourced from
North America’s only existing production facility in Panama, eventually flies
will be supplied by a new facility, also located at Moore Air Base. That facility
is scheduled for completion in fall of 2027, with a projected starting capacity of
100 million flies per week ramping up over time to 300 million flies per week.

Mexican Sterile Fly Facilities - Two dispersal facilities are now operational.
They are based in Tuxtla in the southernmost state of Chiapas, and in Tampico,
close to the northern infestations most threatening the U.S. The USDA is also
investing $21 million to support Mexico’s renovation of an existing fruit fly
facility in Metapa, Mexico, converting it into a NWS sterile fly production
facility. That facility is projected to produce an additional 60-100 flies per week
and is expected to be operational as early as this summer.
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Register Today for the
March 24" CA Dairy
Sustainability Summit

The California Dairy Sustainability Summit
is here! Make sure you're registered to

attend on Tuesday, March 24, at the
Visalia Convention Center. The Summit
will provide a full day of valuable learning,
along with opportunities to connect

and reconnect with fellow farmers and
industry partners. The event kicks off with
breakfast at 7:00 am and concludes with

a reception from 3:30-5:30 pm. During
the lunch program, 16 women dairy
farmer leaders will be recognized for their
incredible contributions to the California
dairy community. Speakers will discuss
significant milestones achieved, the value
of dairy in meeting today’s food and
nutrition demands, and the road ahead

as California’s dairy farmers face water
scarcity challenges and changing water
quality regulations. Check out the full
conference agenda here. Learn more and

register at CADairySummit.com.

California Dairy
Sustainability

Summit

March 24, 2026 | Visalia Convention Center

Be a part of this important conversation.
Register Today at CADairySummit.com
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# CADairySummit.com



https://www.cadairysummit.com/
https://www.cadairysummit.com/_files/ugd/5c84aa_c6fa9100e2f24b74ad8d883e7dac7262.pdf
https://www.cadairysummit.com/
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/cdqap_newsletter_september_2025.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/component-page?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&hasValidToken=false&clusterId=us02&action=play&filePlayId=&componentName=recording-register&meetingId=CpBNlx311HT5KmWxkdOwk1v5-uq1X5zjchhCA5PKjv5L2xKcXOW43m5-9JaU_zhs.ezsqOwMJjEa0Owea&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F_jNW4SotZA9xf27dnoy_UlbCYCp7du6j2RIYk6s8ktLD2Jyy5hptYLrMITs-hmmo.FcSdhjY3j1F3jGlb
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/stop-screwworm/sterile-fly-production-dispersal-facilities
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2026/02/09/usda-announces-completion-sterile-fly-dispersal-facility-texas
https://www.copeg.org/en/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/stop-screwworm/sterile-fly-production-dispersal-facilities
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What’s Going on with New World Screwworm? Continued

What will happen if the fly is detected in Texas?

The USDA’s draft NWS Response Playbook provides guidance for dealing
with incursions of NWS. See the diagram below. An Infested Zone will be
established with at least a 12.4-mile radius around the pest detection, with
implementation of animal movement controls and enhanced animal and fly
surveillance. Inter- and intra-state movement from these zones would be
managed with use of movement permits, veterinarian inspections, and as
needed, treatment. Texas is working to develop a certified inspector training
and those who receive the training may eventually be used to conduct
inspections for within state movements. No treatment would be required
when moving cattle directly to slaughter; however, cattle would need to

be thoroughly inspected and moved to slaughter within 72 hours of the
inspection. Additional layers of surveillance zones would be established,
totaling up to 124 miles from the original detection. Sterile flies will be
released as quickly as possible following confirmation of infestation and will
continue until it is eradicated.

Animal or Fly Detection

Diagram depicting USDA guidance for animal
movement and animal and fly surveillance zones to
Will the entire state of Texas be quarantined? be implemented in the event of NWS identification
Hopefully not. The current response plan is to limit quarantine and animal in the U.S. Source, USDA

movement restrictions to local or regional areas when possible. For example,

should the fly cross the border from the Mexican state of Tamaulipas into southern Texas, movement restrictions would not
necessarily include the northern Texas panhandle or other areas that might have large concentrations of dairy youngstock from

other states. State Animal Health Officials are also working together to ensure movements that are regularly happening across state
lines can continue with appropriate risk mitigation.

How is the California border being monitored?

In addition to coordinating closely with Texas and federal response planners, CDFA is also monitoring California’s southern
border. Fly traps in Imperial and San Diego counties have yielded some 1500 suspect flies, all which were confirmed negative as
NWS by the national NVSL laboratory.

What should producers be doing to protect their herds?
Response plans call for sterile fly release as soon as possible following confirmation of infestation and will continue until it is
eradicated. Obviously, however, no releases can begin until suspect cases are first reported. Producers should remain alert for
unusual looking wounds or maggots and report them to their herd vet or local CDFA office. Producers should not treat any
maggot-infested wound without first consulting with their herd vet. Because of the high risk of umbilicus and surgical sites, it is
important to treat naval and castration and dehorning sites thoroughly and promptly. Wounds can be treated with commercially
available permethrin pesticides.

Has there been any progress on treatment?
USDA has collected information on topical pesticide

products avgllable to prevgnt or treat NWS, some of which o “@ ;;\

can be used in both lactating and non-lactating cattle. In NUIVS LSn
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for systemic treatment of NWS. None of these products, )
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Where can I get more information? 1499 Case LS SSARACA ATt
There are several excellent NWS websites available, including bty ——— i e
those from USDA, CDFA, and Texas A&M. Lied Sues
Mexican states with identified cases of New World Screwworm.
] CALIFORNIA Source, USDA
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https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/nws-response-playbook.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/labs/about-nvsl
https://www.nmpf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/NWS-Farmer-Fact-Sheet_August2025_Final-3.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/pdfs/Address&MapDistricts-USDA&CAHFS.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/pesticides-for-nws.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/pesticides-for-nws.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/safety-health/animal-drugs-new-world-screwworm
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/safety-health/new-world-screwworm-information-veterinarians
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/stop-screwworm
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/screwworm/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/new-world-screwworm

