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HPAI Update from CDFA Manage Water During Rains

CDQAP Quali ty Assurance Update -  November 2025

The sky is not falling even though 
California is getting rain. Here are a few 
reminders for during the aftermath of 
rainy days:

Dr. Natalie Ward, Veterinary Medical Officer, Animal Health 
Branch, California Department of Food & Agriculture 

California has approximately 
a dozen dairies still under 
quarantine for HPAI. About 
half are due to a ‘redetection’ 
of HPAI virus, which happens 
when bulk tank virus levels, 
which had previously fallen to undetectable, rise again. 
This is a strong reminder that, just because most herds are 
out of quarantine, HPAI may still be present in the area’s 
dairy-shed. 

When clinical signs are observed, what does it look like 
on the dairy?
Most commonly, producers report seeing clinical signs in 
their first lactation cattle. Many producers have seen a sharp 
increase in SCC, followed by decreased milk production 
and decreased feed intake in 10% to 30% of the L1 animals. 
Most herds have found the course of disease to be self-
limiting, and the facility’s time under quarantine is generally 
much shorter than when the herd was first infected. 

By Dr. Deanne Meyer, Livestock Waste 
Management Specialist, UC Davis and UC ANR, 
dmeyer@ucdavis.edu

	☑ Remove standing water as soon as 
possible (the Dairy General Order says within 72 hours). Water 
from corrals and feed areas needs to go to the lagoon. Clean 
water can go to fields.

	☑ Convey runoff to the dairy lagoon unless it is clean 
and can be discharged.

	☑ Evaluate covers on stockpiled dried manure outside of 
corrals (if in the San Joaquin Valley).

	☑ As conditions dry, repair tire grooves on perimeter 
and internal roads.

	☑ Fix any malfunctioning gutters and get flexible hoses 
ready for attachment prior to the next rain. This rainwater 
can be diverted away from the storage lagoon if it does not 
come in contact with manure or feed.

	☑ Manage manure in corrals as conditions permit. 
	☑ Add filler to corral entry ways to improve soil stability 

and reduce mud. This may be almond shells or some other 
substrate. For coastal dairies, consider seeding corrals if 
you haven’t already done so.

	☑ Carefully check your Nutrient Management Plan to 
utilize lagoon water as nutrient needs permit.

	☑ Collect and manage tail water from fields where solid 
or liquid manures were applied.

	☑ Make sure all manure is stored according to your Waste 
Management Plan so runoff is directed to the lagoon.

Also in the Issue... 

If you have an unanticipated off-site discharge, be sure to 
contact the Regional Water Quality Control Board and let 
them know what happened. You can request the appropriate 
form for priority reporting of significant events from RB5-
CAF@waterboards.ca.gov. The General Order requires 
dairy owners/operators to submit a written report to the 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board within 
two weeks of becoming aware of a significant event (any 
noncompliance with the General Order that endangers 
human health or the environment, or any noncompliance 
with Prohibitions A.1, A.2, A.3, A.4, A.5, A.8, A.9, A.10, A.11, 
or A.12 of the General Order). 
Here’s to intermittent rains throughout the winter forage growing 
season to recharge groundwater and grow an abundant crop.

REMINDER: University of California 
Cooperative Extension Survey
UCCE & CDFA want your input on enteric methane 
reduction strategy. Respond by Jan 15 for a $50 gift card! 
A survey was mailed out on October 29. This is an 
opportunity for dairy producers to provide direct 
feedback to CDFA as the state moves forward with 
research addressing enteric methane reductions. Return 
the survey in the self-addressed, stamped envelope 
(postmarked) before January 15, 2026, and you will 
receive an electronic $50 gift card for your time (one gift 
card per person). Questions? Contact Jennifer Heguy at 
jmheguy@ucdavis.edu or 209-525-6800.

How to Verify Water Board Communications, 
Avoid Potential Scams
Dealing with Drones, Trespassers & 
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Continued: HPAI Update from CDFA
This isn’t always true. Just like last year, the course of disease can look very different from herd to herd. This is likely due to 
differences in cattle genetics, husbandry, and threshold for treatment. Some herds reported observing clinical signs in some 
older animals as well, suggesting immunity may be variable following an initial infection.  

Why are these herds becoming ‘redetected’?  
CDFA’s Animal Health Branch has found that most cases of ‘redetections’ 
have been associated with herds either in close proximity to a strongly 
positive herd, or that involve movement of lactating animals from a positive 
herd. There doesn’t appear to be any reduction in risk if heifers that are 
raised on-site versus at a heifer raiser, suggesting non-lactating animals 
don’t seem to develop long-lasting immunity.

What can producers do to protect their herds? 
This highlights the importance of continued strict biosecurity and judicious 
cattle movements. CDFA strongly recommends dairy farmers inquire about 
a herd HPAI status before purchasing cattle and introducing them to the herd. When in doubt, producers can always reach 
out to CDFA’s Animal Health Branch for current rules and recommendations.

What’s the take-home message for producers? 
The important take-home message: HPAI is still present in dairy cattle in California, though at greatly reduced levels.  
Naïve animals continue to enter the dairy herd constantly, meaning that the risk of ‘redetection’ remains moderately likely.  
This means that biosecurity, mindful cattle movements, and surveillance remain essential. If you have any questions, as 
always, reach out to your district’s Animal Health Branch office.

How to Verify Water Board Communications, Avoid Potential Scams
Have you ever gotten a text or email that says your bank (or other company) will not text or call you to request information? 
Occasionally they even email to suggest certain information is not requested electronically. This is to prevent scams.
Please note: if you get an email from someone indicating the Regional Water Quality Control Board wants information, 
double check to be sure it’s an official email.
1.	 Did it come from a waterboards.ca.gov email address?
2.	 Is the name familiar to you?
3.	 Can you find the individual through a CalEPA search? 
You can always call your Regional Water Quality Control Board to be sure the email is not a scam. There may be individuals 
up to nefarious activities. You don’t want to be the victim of a scam. 

Dealing with Drones, Trespassers & Impersonators on Dairies

Recent incidents involving drones and potentially trespass and impersonation have prompted inquiries about dairy 
security. New federal drone laws, while not preventing all drone-over flights, provide local law enforcement with new tools 
and reasons to intervene. Posting your property with at least 3 "no trespass" signs per mile and at all entrances can increase 
a physical trespass violation from a $100 fine to $1,000 and a stint in jail. Activists masquerading as regulators has occurred 
both nationally and in California. When presented with an unfamiliar person claiming to be with a regulatory agency, 
photograph their agency ID and confirm it by calling the agency's main office. If contacted by phone, indicate you will call 
them back using the agency's main switchboard. Finally, never respond to an email that does not have a valid government 
address suffix such as @waterboards.ca.gov or @CDFA.ca.gov. For a detailed summary of how you can best protect your 
operation see this CDQAP Advisory.

By Dr. Deanne Meyer, Livestock Waste Management Specialist, UC Davis and UC ANR, dmeyer@ucdavis.edu

By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Vet. Medicine & Director, CDQAP
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