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What’s Next for Bird Flu?

With more herds being released from quarantine, producers

want to know what recovery will look like in California...
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Vet. Medicine, Director, CDQAP

As of this writing, while 274 dairy herds are still under
quarantine, a larger number, 493 dairies, have been released.
No human cases have been reported since January, and our
poultry farms are increasingly repopulating their flocks. Using
FEMA’s terminology, we are starting to move past responding
to the emergency to recovering from it.

CDQAP will similarly be shifting its efforts to focus on
regulatory, management, and economic issues central to our
industry’s return to normalcy. In partnership with CMAB and
CDRE this will include a new set of recovery webinars, as well
as new additions to CDQAP’s HPAI homepage.

Here are some of the areas the program will be highlighting
over the coming months.

Regulatory Changes? — One regulatory change involves CDFA's
movement to a new “Regional Strategy.” The new strategy
recognizes that different regions have different support needs.
Prevention of infection, for instance, is the primary goal for the
North Coast while decreasing viral loads and releasing herds
from quarantine is foremost in the Central Valley. The revised
approach also mirrors Cal-OES response regions, allowing
better coordination of resources.

CDFA also is no longer recommending suspension of routine
regulatory inspections on non-quarantined farms, but does
suggest deferring inspections of infected farms when possible.
Finally, the temporary ban on poultry and cattle exhibitions
announced on January 7 remains in effect. CDFA has however
indicated that it will entertain submissions of enhanced
biosecurity plans from individual shows to determine if they
may proceed.

Financial Assistance? — There are a variety of support programs
managed by UDSA for dairies affected by HPAI. Monies may
be eligible for reduced milk production through USDA’s Farm
Service Agency dairy ELAP program. Producers should contact
their local FSA office to make sure it is accepting applications.

Much has been written about USDA’s announcement that $1
billion will fund a comprehensive strategy combating HPAL The
agency’s releases make no mention of relief monies for dairy farms.

Prolonged Quarantines & Reinfections? — Throughout the
country, there have been anecdotal reports of prolonged
periods of quarantine and even herds released from quarantine
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Recap: California Dairy
Sustainability Summit Welcomed
Large Turnout, Engaging Sessions

Stay tuned for session recordings to be posted
next week at CADairySummit.com

The 2025 California Dairy Sustainability Summit was
well attended by a highly-engaged and energetic crowd.
On March 25, more than 475 people gathered at the
Visalia Convention Center to hear from speakers,
network, and explore the latest technologies and
strategies in dairy sustainability. This crowd included
more than 100 California dairy farmers. Attendees asked
great questions and participated in helpful dialogue.

All session recordings will be posted on
CADairySummit.com as soon as they become
available (expected during the week of April 7).

The California Dairy Sustainability Summit is hosted
by Dairy Cares, California Dairy Research Foundation,
California Milk Advisory Board, California Dairy
Quality Assurance Program, and the Dairy Council of
California. Hosts would like to thank all of the many
Event Partner organizations and sponsors.

Cohosts will continue to gather and assess feedback to
use in planning future events. The attendee feedback
survey is still open at this time. If you were there, please
make sure to answer the survey for a chance to win one
of several $50 Amazon gift cards. Thanks for attending!
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See more photos on Page 2

CDQAP is a program of the California Dairy Research Foundation.


https://resilience-fema.hub.arcgis.com/pages/response-recovery
https://cdqap.org/hpai/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_Health/docs/CDFA_H5N1_Bird_Flu_Regional_Strategy.pdf
https://californiaagnet.com/2025/03/28/cdfa-no-longer-recommending-suspension-of-routine-inspections-on-non-quarantined-farms/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/california-announces-temporary-ban-poultry-and-cattle-exhibits
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/livestock/financial-assistance
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fs-hpai-livestock-mythbusters.pdf
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=ca&agency=fsa
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/02/26/usda-invests-1-billion-combat-avian-flu-and-reduce-egg-prices
https://www.cadairysummit.com/
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8240806/2025-CDSS-Survey
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What’s Next for Bird Flu? - Continued

having positive bulk tanks again. There have been no reports high rates of illness or death, but apparently, for some producers,
prolonged quarantine has been a frustrating problem.

Early laboratory research suggests the virus might be transferred during milking or by nose-to-nose contact. There may,
however, be methods of viral movement which, if understood, might inform us of the most effective biosecurity methods.

In California alone, more then $2 million of research is being performed to help us better understand other ways the virus might
be being transmitted. Studies are examining transfer by milk tankers, local non-migratory birds (starlings, sparrows, pigeons),
flies, and even dust plumes.

Vaccine Prospects? — While it’s been reported that some two dozen cattle vaccines are under development, at least one has
submitted efficacy and safety data, currently under review by USDA. Industry leadership is working with agency representatives
in order to resolve poultry and dairy trade questions as quickly as possible, clearing the way for HPAI vaccination as an option
for cattle disease management.

For More Photos from the 2025 California Dairy Sustainability Summit,
visit CADairySummit.com
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https://cmab.app.box.com/s/622ommknhl3lw59ep98s8mcj9rzbbws3/file/1755719893502
https://en.edairynews.com/usda-decision-clears-deck-for-avian-flu-vaccine/
https://www.science.org/content/article/companies-start-work-bird-flu-vaccines-cows-despite-major-hurdles
https://www.cadairysummit.com/

