CDQAP"QuaIity Assurance Update - April 2025

What in the World is Going on with
Mortality Management?

New research and a legislative bill are putting carcass
composting front and center.
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Vet. Medicine, Director, CDQAP

Managing mortalities during emergencies has remained
a stubborn challenge for California producers. Natural
disasters like heat and flood events, as well as disease
outbreaks have had producers struggling to find safe and
legal disposal options. This is particularly true when local
rendering services are disrupted or simply overwhelmed.

Historically, how producers can dispose of mortalities
during emergencies varies by county. On-site burial is
typically prohibited in Central Valley CAFOs. Permitted
landfills only rarely accept deadstock without special
permission. In addition, existing state law requires that dead
animals are transported only to approved locations, unless
having received a waiver from the State Veterinarian.

Nationally, the most common method of managing
unexpected mortalities remains on-farm composting. In
California, because of historic concerns about environmental
damage and disease spread, regulations prohibit the
composting of mammalian carcasses.

CDFA Steps Up to the Plate

Fortunately for producers, in 2021 CDFA initiated a
comprehensive program to address the problem. The agency
started by creating a Composting Technical Workgroup
consisting of CDFA, CalRecycle, and the State and Central
Valley Regional water boards. This workgroup then
launched an in-depth survey of existing state and county
regulations related to mortality management.

In 2022, CDFA provided county-by-county guidance detailing
disposal options available under existing regulations. The
department even created a rendering disruption emergency
hotline (916-900-5261) to answer producers’ emergency
disposal questions, even on nights or weekends.

CDFA & Industry Partner on Composting Research
Perhaps the biggest obstacle to emergency carcass
composting remains regulatory concerns for air and
water quality. To address these concerns, in July of 2023,
CDFA awarded $897,500 to the California Dairy Research
Foundation (CDRF) to examine environmental impacts
of mortality. The three-year project involved four research
sites stretching from Humboldt to Tulare, engaging three
commercial dairies and a poultry facility.
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Need CDQAP Certification/
Recertification?
Schedule evaluations by September 1 to meet deadline.

By Dr. Deanne Meyer, Livestock Waste Management Specialist, UC Davis and
UC ANR, dmeyer@ucdavis.edu

Is your dairy certified in Environmental Stewardship? If it is, you
know the value of certification. The California Dairy Quality
Assurance Program (CDQAP) certifies dairies in environmental
stewardship. Once certified, dairy owners have peace of mind
that their facility is likely to remain in compliance with local,
regional, and state environmental regulations. Certified facilities
show their customers they care about
& the environment. Certified dairies
also receive a 50% reduction in water
quality fees for up to 5 years as long as
they remain compliant with manure
management regulations and rules. See
§ the next page for reminders about the
i certification and evaluation process.
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Changes Needed to Nutrient
Management Plans with Fallowed Fields

By Dr. Deanne Meyer, Livestock Waste Management Specialist, UC Davis
and UC ANR, dmeyer@ucdavis.edu

As fields transition from winter forage to summer crops,
some fields are fallowed. More and more, we're seeing
the impact of implementing Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA) at farm scale. Here are a few
things to remember.

For dairies, Nutrient Management Plans (NMPs) are based on
anticipated amount of manure applied to each crop in each
field. It's important to modify your facility’s NMP when fields
need to be fallowed due to insufficient water.

Why go through this exercise? All manure needs to go
somewhere. The nitrogen needs to be accounted for. If you
are farming fewer acres (winter or summer) and the fallowed
acres used to receive manure, it's important to move that
manure elsewhere. For dairies with more land than manure,
this isn’t a challenge. Merely identify alternative fields to
receive the manure. For dairies that are manure rich and land
short, reassigning manure applications to other fields is not
an option. In these circumstances it’s important to identify
how to export more manure from the facility.

Work with your environmental consultant or nutrient
management specialist to identify if you need to export
manure off farm and how much.

CDQAP is a program of the California Dairy Research Foundation.


https://californiadairymagazine.com/2020/08/21/emergency-mortality-disposal-advisory-from-cdfa/
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https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_Health/docs/Dairy_Producer_Best_Practices_During_HPAI_Livestock_Mortality_Management.pdf
https://www.countyofmerced.com/DocumentCenter/View/23610/CDQAP-Mortality-Disposal-Advisory-2020?bidId=
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/pdfs/dairy_emergency_mortality_disposal_preparedness_guidance_final_09012022_cdfa.pdf
https://ucanr.edu/sites/default/files/2021-09/307752.pdf
https://cast-science.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/CAST-Ruminant-Carcass-Disposal-web-optimized.pdf
https://cdqap.org/mortality-disposal-update-august-2022/
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Mortality Management - Continued

CDREF sub-contracted project management to UCD’s Dr. Michael Payne, the nutrient, pathogen, metal studies portion to
University of Maine’s Professor Mark Hutchinson, and air emission studies to California’s own Dr. Chuck Schmidt. While the
field studies were concluded in September last year, data analysis continues.

While the research conclusions have not been finalized, initial review of data suggest:

Properly constructed static compost piles can achieve time and temperature profiles recommended by USDA.

Properly constructed piles can achieve state standards of pathogens for finished compost.

Properly constructed piles can achieve state standards for heavy metals.

Overall, soil data suggest that when properly implemented, composting has minimal or no impact on soil nutrient levels
and groundwater risks.

Composting Bill in State Legislature

In February, Assembly Bill 411 (AB 411) was introduced into the California State Legislature. Titled Caring About The Terrain,
Livestock, and Ecosystems (C.A.T.T.L.E) Act, if passed unchanged, the bill would allow carcass composting as long as producers
implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) developed by CDFA. Bill supporters anticipate that the recent research described
above may hopefully inform legislative discussion and subsequent BMP development.

CDQAP Certification/Recertification - Continued

CDQAP certification is easy and voluntary. It’s a simple three-step process: -

1. Complete educational classes (6 hours of water quality and 2 hours of air quality).
The educational component is available online.

2. Complete required record-keeping documentation for water and air quality.

3. Complete an on-farm, third-party evaluation.

A few important reminders as you prepare for your evaluation:
O Have all paperwork for Annual Reports available.

(0 Have current year’s crop information up-to-date.

O Have records for all manure, water, and fertilizer applications.
O Work with your environmental consultant to prepare for the evaluation.

Evaluations cost $550 per facility. To learn more about CDQAP Environmental Certification, your class
completion status, or to schedule an evaluation, call (530) 574-0524. Evaluations are scheduled on a first-come-
first-served basis. Call soon to schedule your evaluation. Evaluations for 2025 must be scheduled before September
1 to ensure that it can be completed before the deadline. The deadline for certification is September 30th to be
eligible for a 50% discount on water quality fees for the 2025-26 billing cycle.

Session Recordings from the California Dairy Sustainability Summit
Session recordings from the March 25, 2025 California Dairy Sustainability Summit are now available Cu||fom|a Dmry
Sustamublllty

Summit

for viewing at CADairySummit.com/2025-recordings. Sessions include Tackling Water Scarcity: Evolving
policies & strategies for improving water availability, Protecting the Herd: Proactive animal care in the H5N1
era, Manure Subsurface Drip: Exploring water conservation & incentive opportunities and more!
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