Science for a Sustainable Future

CDQAP"('JuaIity Assurance Update - February 2025

Sessions to Tackle Issues Impacting
CA Dairy Farming, from HPAI to Water
Scarcity, and More

Register to attend the California Dairy Sustainability
Summit, March 25 at the Visalia Convention Center.

California Dairy March 25, 2025
SUSI'(Ilmgblll_'y Visalia Convention Center | Visalia, CA

ummit cadairysummit.com

The agenda for the California Dairy Sustainability Summit

was announced this week. The event will take place on March
25, at the Visalia Convention Center. The one-day program is
packed with dynamic presentations and panel discussions, and
valuable networking and Expo Hall opportunities. More than
40 expert speakers, including many California dairy farmers,
will share their knowledge about issues impacting the future of
California dairy farming.

Dairy farmer registration is $50 but you can also inquire about
getting connected with complimentary passes available thanks
to sponsors and event partners. Email Jennifer Bingham at
Dairy Cares. All participants must be registered by March

20. Register at myaglife.com.
Read more about the Summit on Page 2

CA Dairy Summit- Breakout Session Topics:

Fighting to Feed People: How Sonoma County
farmers wrote the playbook for local food
production advocacy

Genomic Testing: A successful tool for dairy herd sustainability

Tackling Water Scarcity: Evolving policies & strategies for
improving water availability

Protecting the Herd: Proactive animal care in the H5N1 era

Manure Subsurface Drip: Exploring water conservation &
incentive opportunities

The Ongoing Role of Digesters: Market outlook and long-
term success

Reducing Enteric Methane: status of feed additives, selective
breeding & more

Making the Most of Manure: Improving nutrient
management & groundwoter protection

Sustainable Feed Solutions: Cool new models for growing

& delivering high-quality feed
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What Manure Technology Did You
See at World Ag Expo?

By Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock Waste Management Specialist Dept.
of Animal Science, UC Davis and UC ANR, dmeyer@ucdavis.edu

Thankfully the first two days of the Expo had great
weather. There were some exciting new creations for
agriculture. Like you, I clocked miles walking around,
kicked tires, listened to pitches, and asked questions. I
listened to talks and enjoyed talking with producers and
consultants. Afterward, I sifted through what I heard.

Will I need a permit? Most vendors promoting
technologies to solve your problem didn't fully understand
your problem. Let’s start with the ability to install the
equipment or technology. Anything that changes the
character, volume, or location of manure on a dairy
requires that a producer (or vendor on your behalf)
submit information to your Regional Water Quality
Control Board prior to any construction. If the Water
Board staff have questions, they will request additional
information. It is mandatory to notify them prior to
construction and installation. Note: they have 140 days

to respond, although it doesn’t necessarily take that

long. In the San Joaquin Valley, all changes in manure
management should go through the Air District. Staff will
identify if an Authority to Construct is needed or not.

Can I monetize installation? Vendors promised

to capture and use or reduce or eliminate methane
while seeking carbon credits. Some have knowledge

of California dairy operations and management and
can accomplish the technical reduction in methane
emissions AND deliver carbon credits. Some cannot.
CAREFULLY READ statements and ALL CONTRACTS
to ensure you understand ramifications on your animal
and manure management options based on the vendor’s
or supply chain’s use of your carbon credits. Understand
implications of different carbon management scenarios
in 5 to 10 years. This is especially important if your
current manure application to land is important for

soil health (organic matter, moisture holding capacity,
porosity....) or if a technology requires carbon inputs.
Does the company have a track record in getting carbon
credits? Who will do the verification?

Will this improve my nitrogen exports? Many dairy
producers seek opportunities to densify nutrients and
remove them from their inventory and fields. A few
vendors promoted the ability to densify nutrients to
enable more efficient export of nutrients off site. The

Continued on Page 2

CDQAP is a program of the California Dairy Research Foundation.
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CA Dairy Sustainability Summit- Continued

Speakers will discuss significant sustainability milestones already
achieved, the value of dairy in nourishing the future, and the road
ahead as California’s dairy farmers continue to pioneer world-leading
practices. Through unprecedented methane reduction efforts, the
California dairy sector is on track to achieve climate neutrality by as
early as 2027. The state’s dairy farmers are also advancing clean and
renewable energy practices, water conservation and protection, animal
health and comfort, and soil health. Keynote speakers include:

»  Karen Ross, Secretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture
o Gregg Doud, President and CEO, National Milk Producers Federation

o  Frank Mitloehner, Ph.D., Professor and Air Quality Specialist,
Director, UC Davis CLEAR Center

«  Mitch Kanter, Ph.D., Owner, Kanter Health & Nutrition Insights, LLC.

Through engaging panel discussions, stakeholders from throughout

the supply chain, including a dairy farmer and global food company
representatives, will talk about what’s driving the need for continued
advancement in sustainability, and what are workable approaches to face
challenges and move the needle toward collective goals. The morning
program will set the stage for the afternoon, where specific incentives,
programs, technologies, and strategies will be discussed. See the list of
breakout sessions on the previous page.

Held biennially since 2018, the California Dairy Sustainability Summit
is hosted by Dairy Cares, California Dairy Research Foundation,
California Milk Advisory Board, California Dairy Quality Assurance
Program, and the Dairy Council of California. The Expo Hall
component of the Summit is returning for the first time since 2018,
providing hands-on opportunities to explore sustainability solutions.
This will be the first year the program is being held in Visalia.

To see the agenda and speaker roster, and to register, visit
cadairysummit.com.

What Manure Technology Did
You See?- Continued

fallacy arose when they said the value of a unit
of nitrogen, phosphate, and potash was x, y, and
z, so the densified material from the dairy had a
value of the sum of those values. Theoretically,
this is how one would make the calculation.
However, if someone only needs one of those
constituents, it’s highly unlikely they will pay top
dollar for the other two. Consider likely “market”
value when evaluating. Don't forget to think
about form, consistency, need to store material
prior to export, and transportation costs.

Are there benefits? If you're considering
something new, ask for a copy of the research that
was done supporting claims. Then, READ the
material. Focus on the methods. If research was
done on farm, does what they did make sense for
your operation? If the answer is NO, decide if you
want to keep reading. Was the actual technology
tested? Were measurements measured directly, or
were some data collected, and then assumptions
and calculations were used to determine
effectiveness? Think about your operation over
the course of a few years to reflect on manure
management, including cleaning ponds.

No producer willingly purchases equipment
with the goal of it breaking or being a white
elephant at the dairy. Consider the cleanup
ramifications if this doesn’t go the way you
want. Don’t hesitate to reach out if you want to

talk science! - Deanne, dmeyer@ucdavis.edu
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Moderator

Darrin Monteiro Polina Surina Michael Boccadoro
SVP, Sustainability & Sr Strategic Sourcing Manager Executive Director
Member Relations Mars Dairy Cares

California Dairies, Inc.
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