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Bird Flu Headlines
January finds the California dairy and poultry 
industries still battling HPAI. Here are some of most 
notable headlines since Christmas. 
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CDQAP Launches HPAI Webpage
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HPAI Continues to Spread in California Herds & Flocks – 
As of this writing, 749 dairy herds have been identified as 
infected. However, 207 of them have been released from 
quarantine, which is good news. The rate at which new 
infected herds are identified is slowing, which is also good 
news. When the disease reached California last August, 
the virus began spreading from infected cattle herds to 
some 60 commercial poultry flocks, resulting thus far in 
the depopulation of 15 million laying hens, broilers and 
turkeys. Poultry producers are struggling to decide when 
they can safely repopulate their facilities, since infected 
dairy farms often remain in close proximity. 

Human Infections Remain Limited – A total of 38 human 
cases of HPAI have been detected in California, all but two 
of them in dairy employees who have uniformly recovered. 
Two children in California have also tested positive for 
HPAI, both having an undetermined source of infection 
and both having recovered. No person-to-person spread of 
bird flu has been detected in California or elsewhere in the 
United States. 

Of the 67 HPAI human cases reported across the nation, 
only one has died, an older Louisiana man with underlying 
medical conditions who had been exposed to infected 
backyard chickens. UC poultry experts describe some 
simple ways backyard owners can protect themselves. 
Californians experiencing unexpected bird loss can call the 
state’s Sick Bird Hotline for free testing and advice.  

Public Health Working to Protect Employees – The 
California Department of Public Health, CDPH, continues 
efforts to protect ag workers and their families. Virtually 
all employee infections have resulted in a pronounced 
conjunctivitis or “Pink Eye,” sometimes accompanied with 
respiratory symptoms. 

Of the variously recommended PPE, the use of a face shield 
or protective glasses has the greatest worker acceptance. 
When paired with an N95 mask, employees achieve 
significant protection. Producers can order free PPE by 
visiting  this site now, before the April 15th deadline. The 
PPE is available to both infected and non-infected facilities 
regardless of processor or trade group affiliation. Go here 
for information on how much to order. 

While the rate of new detections of HPAI on California 
dairies slows, new cases are appearing here and elsewhere 
in the country. At the request of the industry, CDQAP 
has sifted through hundreds of guidance documents 
and videos, selecting the most concise and actionable 
references. The results have been collected on a single  
CDQAP HPAI 
Webpage, curated 
according to 
understandable 
topics. Each 
link contains a 
description, allowing 
producers to quickly 
locate specific 
information.  

Seminars of Interest at World Ag Expo
The World Ag Expo is hosting many talks of potential 
interest for dairy producers. For those who missed the 
Golden State Dairy Management conference, many of the 
presentations will be presented on Tuesday between 11:30 
and 2:20 and Wednesday between 1:30 to 2:20. Check out 
the Seminar list at the Expo for additional presentations 
relevant to dairy, including the Federal Milk Marketing 
Order, alfalfa and cropping systems, global dairy market 
overview, AI in dairy, and so much more. There is 
something for everyone. You just need to take a short walk 
from the Dairy Pavilion to Seminar Trailers 1, 2, and 3.

Network & Learn Together at the Summit
Attend the California Dairy Sustainability Summit on 
March 25 at the Visalia Convention Center

The next California Dairy Sustainability Summit will 
take place on March 25, 2025, at the Visalia Convention 
Center. This year’s event will focus on equipping 
California dairy farmers and employees with information 
to further enhance and future-proof their operations. 
Registration includes full access to sessions, breakouts, the 
Expo Hall, breakfast, lunch, and the closing reception. 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/pages/Bird-Flu.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/pages/Bird-Flu.aspx
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/san-francisco-reports-h5n1-avian-flu-child
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/first-human-bird-flu-death-in-u-s-reported-how-worried-should-we-be/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/poultry/Resources_335/HPAI/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health/pdfs/BiosecurityGuidelinesforBirdOwners_END_CDFA-USDA_Version_030811.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/pages/Bird-Flu.aspx
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/cdc-sequencing-h5n1-avian-flu-samples-patient-yields-new-clinical-clues
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B088BRWTSL?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/3M-91251-00000T-Protection-Impact-Wraparound/dp/B000BO6MJ8/ref=sr_1_5?crid=2U9NX6R09SMBN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.xclfzR4wcrr6OlD_N6Kp7tuJ1j0cM7D-sj63zbi0ABD7V3ZG7bMc0m_lcMWDnfYW2BR-xVl2XEkMaSfabGg4LlA8I4mNo5q4fZcdtBYx-u1_mY0YD8kGNH8gti2CVKEfI2_i9L79D733L7Y-t92ZtChS-_kJzSkbGZSTCcXhvkrmOYcnJsfZ-wo7IFQ7v2TI8ZNi6x-b9XqALe7067Fz_Bf7iZxXXcAYrlvyrsaoG23oWh7xPQD0T23riVWRqjXl0N5pnuUQnpOjnWCI_lO6z6IiJQSjKumjbGYdujVQjSo.babJ04_oOkrQ6jDy2wmJ4wNo4AK6FfxhiI6KMdT_l8Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=safety%2Bgoggles%2Bfor%2Bmen&qid=1730817575&s=hi&sprefix=safety%2Bg%2Ctools%2C272&sr=1-5&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/3M-8511PB1-Particulate-Respirator-10-Pack/dp/B0002YKBV2/ref=sr_1_25?crid=134QU3DOLMI8Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.b1fDmN9Y-ZpP-TmYUTxR1PkxZpfuvmk6yLmsxtvOl4TcSmhCKrurpTjywY1-CBG3w-2iguARxITLPKYtfPI1EPKyWzjwo5In-TdZ3LFYg1fnyzL4mLtxwPH26yU0WqzBAZE47z0pZ6jjV0HaENkKX7UveexcJK2tw3H0vUaj83EV49t5k2PDfdUGnsT-GFGgl51YpwmdKizTPt2WSGVLDmvNfHj-LUR6rUc9j9RiD6H8jlSMHln25ITyXytYTnAoViaAEI84ihcqY-Ov6h3U4grkMDNu3q7xHUkytVRWbng.vciUqG9ggwB0mfGHkw7G0JBGz26JzTHy2c-IvfSuH6s&dib_tag=se&keywords=N95&qid=1730915850&sprefix=n%2Caps%2C3839&sr=8-25
https://westernuniteddairies.com/issues/highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-hpia-2/
https://www.dairycares.com/_files/ugd/e8c369_f34580998c304322b2ac03f17089c023.pdf
https://cdqap.org/hpai/
https://cdqap.org/hpai/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fucanr.edu%2Fsites%2FCAdairyconference%2F2025_Golden_State_Dairy_Management_%40_the_World_Ag_Expo%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjbingham%40westcoastadvisors.com%7C04643f74051547ab456c08dd3f269670%7C56a64b9a06f44c449a52a59f10263af7%7C0%7C0%7C638736157190470537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6lxN%2FM0dOTPEdbwxCNj%2BqtWCflsnMGIzMLr4%2F4%2BVJJI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwae25.mapyourshow.com%2F8_0%2Fexplore%2Fsession-gallery.cfm%3F&data=05%7C02%7Cjbingham%40westcoastadvisors.com%7C04643f74051547ab456c08dd3f269670%7C56a64b9a06f44c449a52a59f10263af7%7C0%7C0%7C638736157190495517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nSX9Rxn8Ts0TY3R0iPwy9qiuiWSrYudiMyeLU4C8tSw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cadairysummit.com/
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Bird Flu Headlines - continued
New Workbook Available to Help Train Employees – CDPH is meeting with CDQAP and WUD weekly. In a collaborative effort, 
the group has produced a bilingual workbook to assist with employee training. Producers with employees exhibiting Bird Flu 
symptoms should contact their local county health departments. They will be advised where employees can go to receive testing 
for HPAI and as well as treatment.  

Cats & Raw Milk Remain in the News – Aside from barn cat deaths which helped veterinarians discover HPAI in cattle, house 
cat deaths have also been linked to bird flu-contaminated raw pet food, sparking recalls. Similarly, two California house cats died 
after drinking raw milk. Twenty big cats, including a tiger and cougars, died of HPAI at a Washington sanctuary. These events 
serve as good reminders that neither barn cats nor employees should be allowed to drink bulk tank milk. 

Governor’s Emergency Proclamation – In December, Governor Newsom signed a Proclamation of a State of Emergency which 
directs and empowers government agencies and employees to commit resources toward the HPAI outbreak. Such proclamations 
make emergency funding available and can cut through an enormous amount of red tape, which can be a godsend to responders. 

Non-Certified Lab Ceases Marketing – Also in December, CDQAP alerted producers that a private veterinary laboratory located 
in New Orleans was offering HPAI testing for both cows and employees in California. Results from such non-accredited labs 
are non-official and could not be used to shorten a facility’s quarantine. The lab has indicated that it has since ceased marketing 
efforts but producers should alert their processor or trade organization to any future contacts. 

Heavy Investment in HPAI Research – One of the few bright spots of the outbreak has been CDFA’s relentless efforts to organize 
and fund a sweeping research program. Overcoming significant obstacles related to performing disease research during an 
outbreak, CDFA has coordinated more than 2 million-dollars worth of effort between USDA, US Fish and Wildlife, UC Davis 
and other private sources. CDQAP and CMAB recently hosted a “HPAI Research Roundup,” webinar which can be downloaded.  

Cow Vaccine in the Future? – While it’s been reported that some two dozen cattle vaccines are under development, there may be 
only several poised for release. Industry leadership is hopeful that USDA will be able to resolve poultry and dairy trade questions 
in the near future, clearing the way for HPAI vaccination as an option for cattle disease management.
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Network & Learn Together - continued
Enjoy a full day of learning and networking together as we continue 
to lead the way in nourishing lives through sustainable dairy 
farming. The opening speaker line-up will give perspective to 
California's overwhelming leadership and success in sustainable 
milk production, while recognizing the significant challenges that 
dairy families face as they continue to keep up with progressive 
policies and sustainability goals. 

Attendees will select from a variety of breakout sessions offered 
throughout the day. Breakouts will share the latest details on 
dairy's water scarcity outlook, genetic strategies, innovative and 
sustainable feed technologies, proactive animal care, solutions for 
managing surplus manure, the dairy biogas outlook, strategies for 
reducing enteric methane, and more. The Expo Hall will feature the 
latest, most cutting-edge technologies and solutions. Come learn 
from one another and leading experts as you plan for the future of 
your operation. 
Learn more at CADairySummit.com. 
Register now at MyAgLife.com/events-cdss.

https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/HPAI_Handbook_2025.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/H5N1WorkerPPE.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCLHO/Pages/LHD-Communicable-Disease-Contact-List.aspx
https://www.avma.org/news/diligent-detective-work-leads-discovery-hpai-dairy-cattle
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/more-than-a-dozen-cats-dead-or-sickened-by-bird-flu-in-raw-pet-food-fda-says/ar-AA1xAMIs?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.avma.org/news/cat-deaths-linked-bird-flu-contaminated-raw-pet-food-sparking-voluntary-recall
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/two-cats-in-california-died-after-drinking-raw-milk-recalled-for-bird-flu-their-owner-says
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/24/us/big-cat-bird-flu-deaths-washington.html
https://www.dairycares.com/_files/ugd/e8c369_f5f926c6d8454cc39099ef8576cf266e.pdf
https://www.dairycares.com/_files/ugd/e8c369_413bf7f3269748128ec6876d0469c83e.pdf
https://cmab.app.box.com/s/622ommknhl3lw59ep98s8mcj9rzbbws3/file/1755719893502
https://en.edairynews.com/usda-decision-clears-deck-for-avian-flu-vaccine/
https://www.science.org/content/article/companies-start-work-bird-flu-vaccines-cows-despite-major-hurdles
https://www.cadairysummit.com/
https://myaglife.com/events-cdss/
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