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What’s Good Biosecurity 
for Dairy Visitors? 
Here’s what experts had to say during 
a recent CDFA-CDQAP webinar.
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Veterinary 
Medicine, Director, CDQAP
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Save the Date
Visitor Biosecurity Webinar

Tips for a Competitive Dairy PLUS Application
By Deanne Meyer, Ph.D. Livestock Waste Management Specialist, Department of Animal 
Science, UC Davis and UC ANR 

“What biosecurity 
precautions should I 
expect from visitors 
to my dairy?” As 
the number of U.S. 
dairy herds infected 
with HPAI (“Bird 
Flu”) exceeds 170, 
more producers are 
asking that question. 
On July 16th Federal, 
state and industry biosecurity experts joined 
CDQAP and CDFA to provide some answers. 
The webinar drew 86 registrants from the 
industry, regulatory, academic and veterinary 
communities. The webinar was recorded and 
is available for viewing. 

Highlights from the webinar include:  

Current Status in California – California 
State Veterinarian Dr. Annette Jones 
reassured viewers that in spite of expanded 
surveillance, HPAI hadn’t yet been detected 
in California. In addition, CDFA was 
continuing to develop contingency plans 
which will allow business continuity for 
dairies in the event the virus enters the state. 
Dr. Jones emphasized that good biosecurity 
helps limit both within-herd spread and 
herd-to-herd spread. This protects not only a 
farm’s cows and employees, but neighboring 
dairies and flocks as well.  

National Perspective – Dr. Danelle Bickett-
Weddle, formerly of Iowa State University, 
now consults with a variety of industry and 
regulatory groups. Dairy biosecurity has 
been exhaustively covered by numerous 

On July 23, CDFA opened the request for applications for the livestock 
manure methane reduction programs: the Dairy Digester Research and 
Development Program (DDRDP), Alternative Manure Management 
Program (AMMP), and Dairy PLUS Program (DPP). The DPP is 
funded by a USDA Partnerships for Climate Smart Commodities 
grant that CDFA administers collaboratively with the California Dairy 
Research Foundation. The 90-day application window will end on 
October 18, 2024.  As the name Dairy PLUS suggests, there is a need 
to reduce carbon emissions PLUS improve nitrogen management with 
the proposed practice.

It’s important to read the entire Request for Applications document 
BEFORE you begin. For Dairy PLUS, pay special attention to the 
Requirements and Limitations section. These funds are subject to 
federal terms and conditions. 

Much was learned during the first cycle of awards. There’s a NRCS 
process equivalent to an environmental review that needs to be 
completed. Dairy PLUS maps and project designs need to be as complete 
as possible.  The environmental review is specific to the area of the dairy 
receiving federal funds. It is critical that applications provide information 
on what portions of the project are being funded with federal dollars vs. 
other parts that will be funded by CDFA other source dollars.  The budget 
for the Dairy PLUS project also needs to be as complete as possible, both 
for the grant amount received and for matching funds to be added to the 
overall project. There is not sufficient time in the contracting process to 
allow much modification to projects. 
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2024 Dairy PLUS Solicitation for Projects is Out! 
More information about this year’s 
solicitation is available on the CDFA 
Dairy PLUS and CDRF websites. Both 
CDFA and CDQAP will be hosting 
informational webinars in August.  
Producers and industry interested in 
learning more about this year’s program 
and tips for application prep are 
encouraged to attend.

CDFA Hosted Webinars: 

Wednesday, August 7 from 1pm - 4pm: Register

Tuesday, August 13 from 9am – 12pm: Register

CDQAP Hosted Webinar:

 Thursday, August 29 from 3pm-5pm: Register

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://youtu.be/cjt1iQpA-Q4
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_Health/HPAI.html
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvZGRyZHAvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA3MTcuOTc3NTM2MjEifQ.kAaC30mYWcOPZv82FV72oZi3LFLdiDCvyCW0iR9EYME/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvZGRyZHAvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA3MTcuOTc3NTM2MjEifQ.kAaC30mYWcOPZv82FV72oZi3LFLdiDCvyCW0iR9EYME/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvQU1NUC8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDcxNy45Nzc1MzYyMSJ9.UyiwW-FaQxmFCRVfzPHe7sI-9s2r8PmezG8GhmiHUWE/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvQU1NUC8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDcxNy45Nzc1MzYyMSJ9.UyiwW-FaQxmFCRVfzPHe7sI-9s2r8PmezG8GhmiHUWE/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvZGFpcnlwbHVzLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNzE3Ljk3NzUzNjIxIn0.CqjvNp1yN9auGJNLAYFH-7nDij7E6kTloQwp64lfXps/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnVzZGEuZ292L2NsaW1hdGUtc29sdXRpb25zL2NsaW1hdGUtc21hcnQtY29tbW9kaXRpZXM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDcxNy45Nzc1MzYyMSJ9.UzRf7kkE8oQixKbCUiF6n3mZiRqJenqh6tkjIC_1r-4/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_A6Ga6nETRUmIu28pAqj-Lg#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_f0c-nB_cQqOCwq4cXMi53A#/registration 
https://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=43369
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Biosecurity for Dairy Visitors continued
organizations including USDA, the Secure Milk Supply 
program, (SMS), the NMPF and its National FARM 
program. Producers just getting started can register for a free 
45-minute introductory training. Materials for employee 
training are available in English and Spanish from AAPB.  

Evaluators for the national FARM animal care program are 
not visiting dairies experiencing an HPAI outbreak. For other 
farms, evaluators are advised to park in as clean an area as 
possible, away from animal areas and farm vehicle paths. 
Evaluators will have freshly laundered clothes and will change 
into new clothes or use disposable coveralls in between farms. 
Evaluators will wear disposable boot covers. Because cows 
can shed the HPAI virus before becoming clinical, evaluators 
will avoid the parlor and will stay at least 6 feet away of cows 
that are being evaluated and scored. Evaluators will wash their 
hands after removing their boots. 

View from Allied Industry – Dr. Carolina Mateus explained 
how DeLaval milking equipment technicians are keeping 
their client’s herds safe. The company starts by covering the 
costs of disposable PPE, car washes, laundry and “clean” 
& “dirty” totes for car equipment storage. The company’s 
biosecurity policy dictates both PPE and practices employees 
will use, based on 5 different levels of risk assigned to a state 
or region. For instance, restrictions on type of work, farm 
visits per day, tire disinfection, masks and goggles all depend 
on the current disease prevalence in that area. 

Current Practices from CDFA – Dr. Nicki Humphrey 
explained that CDFA employees are currently employing 
“day-to-day” practices, including limiting time on farm and 
in animal areas. Boots must be disinfected or disposal boot 
covers must be used. Most importantly, CDFA staff will 
always follow the producer’s required biosecurity practices. 
Biosecurity will be heightened if HPAI is detected on a farm 
or in a region. Such enhancements may include suspension of 
routine inspections, clean or disposable outer clothes for each 
farm, parking on a paved surface removed from the main 
facility and carwash between farms. 

Producers or processors 
interested in learning 
more about biosecurity 
resources can contact 
Dr. Michael Payne at 
mpayne@ucdavis.edu.

  

Each producer will determine what biosecurity practices 
will be required of visitors. Below are the most common 
recommendations made by speakers. Disease spread into 
California will result in revised recommendations. 

	☐ Advance Notice – Visits should be scheduled 
in advance. Visitors will be informed of required 
biosecurity practices such as designated parking, 
escort, clean clothing etc. Ideally at least a 24 hour 
“down time” occurs between visiting different 
dairies. 

	☐ Clean or Disposable Clothing – Clothes 
should be laundered since their last farm visit. 
Rubber boots should be disinfected. Alternatively, 
the dairy can provide farm-specific boots and 
coveralls. A final alternative is to require the use of 
disposable boot covers and coveralls. 

	☐ Designated Visitor Parking – Visitor parking 
should be restricted to a designated area removed 
from employee parking, animal areas and on-farm 
vehicle traffic routes. Off-farm service vehicles 
crossing into animal areas need to be cleaned and 
disinfected, C&D.

	☐ Visitor Registration – Visitor log-in should 
include questions about recent visits to other farms, 
livestock markets or fairs, international travel and 
presence of livestock or birds at home.
  

	☐ Escort & Farm Vehicle – Farms may require 
escort by a farm employee using a farm truck or 
side-by-side utility vehicle.

	☐ Access Only Necessary Areas – Limit visitors 
to necessary work areas. Few visitors need to enter the 
milking parlor. Many visits can be handled in the office.
 

	☐ Disinfection of Equipment – Hands are 
washed or disposable gloves donned before beginning 
work. Afterward all off-farm equipment used is cleaned 
and disinfected using an appropriate sanitizing agent. This 
is followed by a thorough hand washing. 

Biosecurity for Dairy Visitors

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aphis-requirements-recommendations-hpai-livestock.pdf
https://securemilksupply.org/milk-producers/biosecurity/
https://www.nmpf.org/resources/hpai/
https://nationaldairyfarm.com/dairy-farm-standards/farm-biosecurity/
https://nationaldairyfarm.com/dairy-farm-standards/farm-biosecurity/biosecurity-database-request-form/
https://www.nmpf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Dairy-Cattle-Biosecurity-Recommendations-Influenza-V1.1.pdf
https://www.nmpf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Dairy-Cattle-Biosecurity-Recommendations-Influenza-V1-Sp.pdf
mailto:mpayne@ucdavis.edu
https://securemilksupply.org/Assets/STOP_Biosecure_Entry_Point.pdf
https://vimeo.com/372972468
https://securemilksupply.org/Assets/SMS_PeopleEntryLog.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/epas-registered-antimicrobial-products-effective-against-avian-influenza
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Tips for a Competitive Dairy PLUS Application continued
Biosecurity for Dairy Visitors

Here's a few things you should be sure to include in your application:

	☐ Define the location of the project funded by Dairy PLUS or with other fund sources.
	☐ Draw maps to represent needed infrastructure location and design.
	☐ Be specific about costs (both reimbursed and matching funds) and funding sources associated 

with pipelines, distribution pumps, other infrastructure, etc. needed to complete project.
	☐ Ensure identified costs are allowable. Contractor fees are limited to labor to install the project.
	☐ Review the unallowable costs section of the solicitation.
	☐ Start early and attend webinars if you have questions (dates and times included on Page 1).
	☐ Subscribe to the email updates.
	☐ Describe the current and future manure management system and the details associated with 

Operation and Maintenance of the new system. If a practice changes manure location, quantity or 
form be sure to describe fate and form of both solid and liquid materials.

	☐ Estimate change in nitrogen and salt management. (How will land application of nitrogen 
change when the Dairy PLUS practice is implemented?)  

	☐ Provide a detailed budget (if infrastructure is needed for the practice to work, it needs to be 
in the budget funded through Dairy PLUS or some other funding source).

Start early to get all your paperwork completed. A few extra documents are required as part of 
Dairy PLUS. You don’t want to wait to start your application. Any blank or incomplete answers 
take away points from your application or can even get you disqualified. You need every point 
possible to be competitive.

CDQAP Nitrogen Management Workshops for Dairies in RB1 and RB2
The CDQAP will host free educational workshops in Del Norte, Humboldt, and Sonoma Counties for dairy producers in 
the North Coast (RB1 and RB2) to discuss getting the most out of manure nitrogen management. New results are available to 
share about manure nitrogen content and its value in forage production. 

Please register ahead of time so we may prepare appropriately. We hope to see you in-person. We will offer a Zoom hybrid option. 
Zoom information will be provided to you after you register. Please bring to the workshop: your CDQAP binder and, if you have 
one, your CNMP or Nutrient Management Plan for reference. Please refrain from coming if you are feeling sick, experiencing 
symptoms, or have been exposed to anyone with COVID-19. 

Crescent City

Wednesday, August 14 

2:00 - 4:00 PM

Del Norte UCCE Office
586 G St, Crescent City, CA

Eureka

Thursday, August 15

 10:00 - 12:00 PM 
(lunch included)

Humboldt UCCE Classroom
5630 S. Broadway, Eureka, CA

Petaluma

Friday, August 16

 10:00 - 12:00 PM 
(lunch included)

NRCS “Lunch Room” 
5401 Old Redwood Hwy 

Petaluma, CA

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CADFA/subscriber/new
https://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=43324
https://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=43324
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