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Progress with Bird Flu in Dairy Cattle   
New research explains spread, financial assistance 
now available
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Veterinary Medicine, 
Director, CDQAP

Save the Date
Visitor Biosecurity Webinar

REGISTER NOW: Cow Composting 
Field Day September 19
No, it’s still illegal to compost cows in California! While 
CDQAP is conducting research to change that, you 
can still learn now how to efficiently compost cows and 
poultry during an emergency. On September 19, CDFA 
and UCD will hold a 3-hour field day at the VMTRC 
in Tulare. There will be equipment demonstrations 
and experts available to discuss carcass disposal 
issues. Registration is limited to the dairy industry, 
allied industry and regulatory communities, and ID 
will be checked at the gate. Go here for the flyer and 
registration link. Note that registration closes on 
September 10. 

State and Federal $$$ Available 
By Deanne Meyer, Ph.D. Livestock Waste Management Specialist, Department of 
Animal Science, UC Davis, UC ANR

The application window is open for Dairy 
Digester Research & Development Program 
(DDRDP), Alternative Manure Management 
Program (AMMP), and Dairy PLUS Program 
(DPP). The DPP is funded by USDA 
Partnerships for Climate Smart Commodities.

These programs provide California dairy 
producers financial opportunities on the 
sustainability roadmap. Funding is available to 
incentivize installation of anaerobic digesters 
to capture and use biogas (DDRDP). These 
funds also incentivize installation of practices 
to reduce generation of methane by removing 
volatile solids from the manure stream 
(AMMP). Dairy PLUS funds are federal 
funds from the USDA to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and improve nitrogen management. Dairy PLUS applications 
are to be submitted concurrently with a DDRDP or AMMP 
application or will follow a previously funded DDRDP or 
AMMP application.

One of the key important features of any of these processes is 
ownership of the greenhouse gas emission reduction credits. 
Do these emission reductions remain in the dairy supply 
chain (insets; the important place to have them)? Or, are these 
reductions credited to a different industry (offsets; credits go to 
an industry that has emissions and is using your reductions for 
their business)? It’s important to fully understand all agreements 
regarding ownership of emission reductions AND if there is an 
initial terminal date for emission credits, whether or not you 
have an option of first refusal at that time. Applications are due 
by October 18. Explore the CDQAP Dairy PLUS webpage to 
learn more about the application process and programs. 

Surveillance sampling, 
including bulk tank 
and individual cow 
samples, has not yet 
detected HPAI in 
California. Across 
the nation however 
192 U.S. dairy herds 
have been confirmed 

infected with “Bird Flu”. Given limited testing data, this 
certainly underestimates the true extent of the outbreak. 
Considerable progress has been made in understanding 
both viral transmission and food safety. In addition, 
there is new financial assistance available for producers 
managing both infected and uninfected farms.  

Dairy Food Safety Reaffirmed – FDA announced 
results of its second round of commercial dairy product 
sampling. Consistent with the first round of FDA testing, 
the “Gold Standard” egg inoculation assay confirms that 
pasteurization inactivates any virus present. 

Transmission Pathways Confirmed – Recent studies by 
USDA support that milk contamination remains the most 
important method of viral transfer. This is consistent with 
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REMINDER: Webinar on Dairy PLUS
Thursday, August 29 from 3pm-5pm
More information about this year’s solicitation is available 
on the CDFA Dairy PLUS and CDRF websites. Both CDFA 
and CDQAP are hosting informational webinars this month.  
Producers and industry interested in learning more about this 
year’s program and tips for application prep are encouraged to 
attend. The CDQAP webinar is coming up soon. Recordings 
are available from CDFA's webinars held earlier this month. 

CDQAP Hosted Webinar:

 Thursday, August 29 from 3pm-5pm: Register

https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Emergency-Response-Carcass-Management-VIP-Session-2024.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvZGRyZHAvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA3MTcuOTc3NTM2MjEifQ.kAaC30mYWcOPZv82FV72oZi3LFLdiDCvyCW0iR9EYME/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvZGRyZHAvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA3MTcuOTc3NTM2MjEifQ.kAaC30mYWcOPZv82FV72oZi3LFLdiDCvyCW0iR9EYME/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvZGRyZHAvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA3MTcuOTc3NTM2MjEifQ.kAaC30mYWcOPZv82FV72oZi3LFLdiDCvyCW0iR9EYME/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvQU1NUC8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDcxNy45Nzc1MzYyMSJ9.UyiwW-FaQxmFCRVfzPHe7sI-9s2r8PmezG8GhmiHUWE/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvQU1NUC8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDcxNy45Nzc1MzYyMSJ9.UyiwW-FaQxmFCRVfzPHe7sI-9s2r8PmezG8GhmiHUWE/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvZGFpcnlwbHVzLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNzE3Ljk3NzUzNjIxIn0.CqjvNp1yN9auGJNLAYFH-7nDij7E6kTloQwp64lfXps/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNkZmEuY2EuZ292L29lZmkvZGFpcnlwbHVzLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNzE3Ljk3NzUzNjIxIn0.CqjvNp1yN9auGJNLAYFH-7nDij7E6kTloQwp64lfXps/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnVzZGEuZ292L2NsaW1hdGUtc29sdXRpb25zL2NsaW1hdGUtc21hcnQtY29tbW9kaXRpZXM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDcxNy45Nzc1MzYyMSJ9.UzRf7kkE8oQixKbCUiF6n3mZiRqJenqh6tkjIC_1r-4/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnVzZGEuZ292L2NsaW1hdGUtc29sdXRpb25zL2NsaW1hdGUtc21hcnQtY29tbW9kaXRpZXM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDcxNy45Nzc1MzYyMSJ9.UzRf7kkE8oQixKbCUiF6n3mZiRqJenqh6tkjIC_1r-4/s/3059995087/br/245923677511-l
https://cdrf.org/climate-smart-commodities-grant-info/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/us-undercounts-bird-flu-cattle-farmers-shun-testing-2024-08-15/
https://www.fda.gov/food/alerts-advisories-safety-information/updates-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-hpai#secondtesting
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/26/health/bird-flu-milk-fda.html
https://www.ars.usda.gov/news-events/news/research-news/2024/cow-challenge-study-should-help-turn-tables-on-h5n1-in-dairy-herds/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/dairyplus/
https://cdrf.org/climate-smart-commodities-grant-info/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/dairyplus/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/dairyplus/
https://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=43369
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Progress with Bird Flu in Dairy Cattle continued
other recent research demonstrating that the virus can live on milking equipment for at least an hour. Transmission however 
can also occur through nose or mouth contact with infected cows. 

Vaccine Research Underway – USDA reports that at least two dozen companies are developing a cattle vaccine for Avian 
Influenza. In addition the US Department of Health and Human Services awarded $176 million to the Moderna company to 
develop a mRNA vaccine for humans, similar to recent COVID vaccines. 

Funding for Uninfected Farms – USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) will compensate producers 
for consultation costs up $1,500 to develop biosecurity plans, audits or employee training. APHIS will also pay up to $100 per 
month for shipping surveillance samples to a certified lab. Finally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is offering direct loans for 
biosecurity measures including physical barriers to wildlife and unauthorized visitors.  

Funding for Infected Farms – In addition to the above, for infected premises APHIS will pay up to $8,000 to implement on-
farm heat treatment for hospital milk. APHIS will also pay up to $10,000 for veterinary costs related to HPAI and up to $2,000 
per month for employee PPE. Finally, USDA FSA is providing payments for milk lost due to HPAI. Most California operations 
however may not meet the program’s average gross income (AGI) limitation of $900,000. 

 

https://www.techexplorist.com/bird-flu-lasts-over-hour-dairy-equipment/85631/?nowprocket=1
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/two-dozen-companies-working-find-bird-flu-vaccine-cows-us-agriculture-secretary-2024-06-12/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2024/07/02/hhs-provides-176-million-develop-pandemic-influenza-mrna-based-vaccine.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/usda-support-dairy-herd-508.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_Health/docs/hpai_h5n1_in_livestock_questions_and_answers.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/farm-loans-for-biosecurity.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/usda-support-dairy-herd-508.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2024/fsa_elap_h5n1_factsheet_2024.pdf
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