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Information on Mystery Texas Dairy 
Disease Evolving
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Veterinary Medicine and 

Director, CDQAP

Most California producers 
are keenly aware of reports of 
dairy herds in Texas, Kansas 
and New Mexico experiencing 
a transient but abrupt drop 
in milk production.  With 
USDA’s announcement that 
the High Path Avian Influenza 
virus, HPAI, was isolated from 
cattle on several affected herds, 
an important new avenue of 
investigation has opened up. 

Regardless of how it pans out, learning that Avian 
Influenza has been documented for the first time in 
cattle could be upsetting. That said, there is at least some 
amount of good news that can be gleaned from USDA’s 
announcement and other published literature. 

There are no food safety concerns. 

Because sick cattle and their milk are prevented 
from entering the human food supply and because 
pasteurization kills the influenza virus, we can reassure 
dairy consumers of complete food safety. 

Human risk of contracting Avian Influenza appears negligible. 

While sample analysis continues, initial laboratory testing 
has not yet detected changes in the virus making it more 
transmissible to humans. In addition, HPAI infection in 
mammals is a relatively rare event and affected mammals 
are typically thought of as “dead-end hosts”; they rarely 
directly transmit the virus to other animals. For instance, 
in the current U.S. HPAI poultry outbreak involving some 
60 million birds, there have been no cases identified of 
mammal-to-human or human-to-human transmission. 

Within the herd, the disease appears to be self-limiting.

HPAI in poultry flocks can kill hundreds of thousands 
of birds in a matter of days. Regardless of whether or not 
HPAI is confirmed as the sole disease agent in affected 
herds, illness seems limited to about 5 to 10% of the 
milking herd and direct mortality has not been reported. 
Symptoms have not been reported in calves, growing 
heifers or dry-cows. With routine support, especially 
hydration, cattle with clinical signs are reported to recover.  

Manure Management = Big Decisions
By Deanne Meyer, Ph.D. Livestock Waste Management Specialist, Department 
of Animal Science, UC Davis and UC ANR
Are you thinking about changing manure management to 
access a carbon market or improve nitrogen balance? If so, be 
sure to do your homework! There are many moving parts.

Here are a few things to think about for Central Valley dairy 
operators: What job do you need the technology to do? Does 
the technology operation require a contract? If you consider 
a multiyear contract, be sure to 1) have a lawyer familiar with 
the income generating markets review the contract, 2) fully 
understand implications to manure carbon, nitrogen, and salt 
management, 3) include partners and the next generation in 
the decision-making process, 4) answer the question why this 
technology versus something else, 5) evaluate impact to labor 
and other facility resources. If you’re looking at a technology 
for carbon, how does that position your facility for nitrogen?
 
Many financing streams may be available for your project. 
However, that doesn’t mean the project is right for you. Ask 
questions. Understand how the technology will operate and 
what is required from your dairy’s resources for success. 
How long will it operate? What happens to your manure 
management should the technology not work right? 
Although no one installs something with the intent of failure, 
it is important to know what happens to various contractual 
obligations should failure happen. You likely have additional 
questions not listed here.

There are some tried and true technologies available and 
there are some new, less known technologies. Understand 
obligations associated with each technology you may 
consider. Fully evaluate economic feasibility with differing 
amounts of incentives. Do make decisions based on what 
is right for your dairy’s family (cows, employees, relatives, 
partners and facility). 

Recordings Available: 
California Dairy Sustainability Summit
More than 200 attendees gathered at UC Davis for the fourth 
California Dairy Sustainability Summit, with 150 watching 
online. The Summit recognized world-leading acheivements and 
promoted ongoing collaboration in advancing environmental and 
economic sustainability. Session recordings are now available. 

Continued on Page 2

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/news/sa_by_date/sa-2024/hpai-cattle
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBfjb07CHCw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBfjb07CHCw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/news/sa_by_date/sa-2024/hpai-cattle
https://www.wifss.ucdavis.edu/farmers-vs-bird-flu/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/spotlights/2022-2023/h5n1-technical-report_june.htm
https://www.cadairysummit.com/2024-program
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Affected dairies can recover. 

While a terrible event for involved producers, many affected herds have reported a return to near-normal production 
within 3 weeks. 

State animal health officials are on alert. 

The disease syndrome has not been identified on any cattle premise in California. CDFA animal health experts are closely 
monitoring the situation and are in constant communication with state and federal officials in affected states. Border 
agricultural stations in California are on alert to check that haulers meet requirements for interstate movement, which 
includes a  Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI or “health papers”) and entry permits. Persons facilitating movement 
of livestock into California that carry disease or originating from an affected premise may face criminal penalties 
(including jail) and administrative fines of up to $1,000/head/day.

There are currently no plans to close California borders.

Exposure of cows to infected wild birds (or their droppings) seems to be most likely route of exposure to HPAI, although 
recent cases in ID and MI suggest cow to cow spread can also play a role.  For now, precautions already in place reduce 
the risk of direct introduction into dairies in California and these import requirements will continue to be enforced by 
California’s Agricultural Border Stations.  If you are shipping youngstock between California and affected states, it remains 
critical that you know the status of the herd of origin and insist on a valid CVI. If it’s determined that a disease poses 
a significant threat to California cattle that cannot be adequately controlled through the current interstate movement 
requirements and farm level biosecurity, aggressive regulatory action will be taken.          

Currently, California producers need only focus on basic biosecurity procedures.

Review source of replacements – During the current situation, it would be prudent to inquire about the movement, housing 
and health history of the animals to be transported, and their potential exposure to infected premises. Trailers transporting 
cattle from affected states should be thoroughly cleaned with a power washer and appropriate disinfectant prior to use. 

Isolate new arrivals – The most important backstop precaution a producer can take is rigid adherence to an isolation period 
for new arrivals of at least two weeks. The isolation area should not allow nose-to-nose contact with other cows, or share 
a water source. Such isolation requirements may be difficult to achieve on the home dairy and use of alternative isolation 
location may be necessary. 

Report unusual symptoms – As always, in order to implement early mitigation that limits within-herd spread, as well as 
prevent spread to other herds, its important producers report unusual disease symptoms to their veterinarian immediately. 
Right now, this is particularly true if observing multiple animals exhibiting reduced feed intake and rumination or a 
falling herd-level milk production. While fever and diarrhea have been reported, most premises are reporting tacky to 
dry manure. The most severely affected cows may stop milking completely or have thickened milk almost resembling 
colostrum.

Review farm biosecurity – Now’s a good time to schedule a review of your farm’s everyday 
biosecurity procedures with your herd veterinarian. If subsequent investigations confirm 
HPAI infection as the causative agent in the present syndrome, producers may wish discuss 
their on-farm wild bird mitigation efforts. UCD produced this introductory video on pest 
management strategies. 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/pdfs/CVIRequirements.pdf
https://nationaldairyfarm.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/FARM_Everyday-Biosecurity-Version-1_Reference-Manual_FINAL_101822_Web_pages.pdf
https://nationaldairyfarm.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/FARM_Everyday-Biosecurity-Version-1_Reference-Manual_FINAL_101822_Web_pages.pdf
https://www.thepoultrysite.com/articles/wild-bird-control-why-and-how
https://www.bioplan.wifsslearning.com/wild-birds-rodents-and-insects/

