
CDQAP Quality Assurance Update - February 2024

CDQAP is a program of the California Dairy Research Foundation.

Register for 
Drone Webinar 
Next Week!
A recent increase of drones flying over dairies, particularly in 
Sonoma County, have producers wondering what they can 
(and can’t) do about drone trespass. Western United Dairies 
and CDQAP are bringing FAA and the Sonoma Sheriff experts 
together to answer your questions. The webinar will be held 
Wednesday, February 28th from 11am to noon. It is free to 
all industry members, but for security reasons registration is 
required. Register here.

It’s Not Too Early to Start 
Thinking About Fly Control
This warm, wet weather is setting 
dairies up for a harsh fly season… 
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of 
Veterinary Medicine and Director, CDQAP

Storms have continued to pelt California and producers 
have understandably focused on managing the dairy 
during heavy rainfall. These wet conditions however, 
when combined with spring’s warmer weather, also make 
for perfect fly breeding habitat. Some flies can complete a 
full life cycle in as little as 7 days. 

Here are a few key fly management concepts: 

Flies can cost you money. Biting flies, including stable 
and horn flies, reduce feed intake. Depending on the 
number and types of flies, milk production losses can 
range from negligible to up to 30%.   

Flies can transmit disease. House flies and face flies can 
transmit bovine pinkeye, particularly in youngstock.  
Flies can also act as a vector for mastitis pathogens, 
especially summer mastitis in heifers. Flies played a role 
in the recent Vesicular Stomatitis outbreak in California.  

Know your fly enemy. To determine if additional 
investment in fly control is warranted, it is essential 
to first determine the types of flies present and the fly 
burden on your particular dairy. You veterinarian, field 
staff or UCCE advisor can help. 

Start at the source. Because 80% of a dairy’s fly 
population exist in the pre-adult stages in wet organic 
matter, good sanitation is the most cost-effective way to 
control all types of flies. Without managing the source it’s 
virtually impossible to control flies using only pesticides. 

Common problem areas. Greatest fly reduction is 
typically achieved managing manure storage, calf hutch 
and silage areas. Allowing manure to dry before stacking 
or (if piled wet) ensuring that piles reach composting 
temperatures are good tools. Diverting clean storm water 
and maintaining drainage in pens and silage areas is 
effective. Removal of old feed and repair of leaking water 
tanks can also help.  

For a detailed review of fly control see CDQAP’s Dairy 
Fly Control and Your Bottom Line, and UCCE’s Predicting 
and Controlling Stable Flies on California Dairies.  

Is that Technology for My Dairy?
By Deanne Meyer, Ph.D. Livestock Waste Management Specialist, 
Department of Animal Science, UC Davis and UC ANR
The World Ag Expo had something for everyone: talking 
with vendors, kicking tires on equipment , and soaking up 
information in seminars. The common question I heard was 
if a technology was good for a specific dairy.  

The answer 
truly 
depends. 
First, what 
do you want to accomplish? Some technologies remove 
larger particles (solid separators), some focus on carbon 
management (anaerobic digesters), some focus on keeping 
manure from liquid systems (vacuum). And the list goes on.
 

California Dairy Sustainability Summit
March 26 at the UC Davis Conference Center
The fourth California Dairy 
Sustainability Summit will be 
held as a one-day event on 
March 26, 2024, at the UC Davis 
Conference Center. The Summit brings together the dairy 
community, along with policymakers, regulators, researchers, 
supply chain partners, and others to discuss the sustainability of 
California’s family dairy farms. 

Conference registration is now open! For those unable to 
come in person, virtual registration is complimentary for 
all dairy farmers using the code DAIRYFARMER. Virtual 
registration is also complimentary for all students (using the 
code DFAStudent), courtesy of Dairy Farmers of America.  See a 
sneak peak of the speaker-lined up on the next page. Check out 
the agenda and register at cadairysummit.com.
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Is that Technology for My Dairy?  continued
You must first identify what you want the technology to do. What is the job description? Identify criteria for success. What 
percent volatile solids reduction or nitrogen transformation do you want to achieve? Is there a minimal value? Below 
what value is the technology not effective for your operation? The next step is to sift through technologies to see which 
ones allegedly accomplish what you want. This presumes there are data (preferably unbiased) from research done with 
similar waste stream characteristics. Proceed with ears open, brain engaged and critical thinking! This step requires lots of 
homework. Contact other producers with a similar technology. After you hear what they like, drill down on what they would 
do differently or what they don’t like. This will shed light on how effective the technology may be at your operation with your 
management team.  

Important in any technology is funding. Work with the appropriate team members to align your needs with permitting 
requirements, grant application opportunities, supply chain value added incentives, and dairy specific resource management 
expectations. Any State or Federal grant applications take time and much attention.

Is that technology for your dairy? You tell me!

Learn more and register at cadairysummit.com 
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