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George Salsa 1947 - 2023 Stress in the Dairy Industry
After 37 years of service to the dairy industry, George Salsa

i ?
returns home. Wondering how you can help? CDQAP,

NMPF & USDA all have resources.
George Salsa passed away P TR

on Monday, May 1 of
natural causes. That day
the dairy industry and
the CDQAP family lost
one of their truest friends
and greatest assets. The
griet we share in the

partnership is palpable. awironmentaj,

i ) W By: Michael Payne DVM, PhD Director, CDQAP
glioégfrsylﬁ? ucsg;esrt;;’gé : ( ) | I May is national Mental Health Awareness month.
back in 1986. when he . s m J : Between flooding, activists, milk prices, and
was hired by’CDF A ertne passing of friends, there is no shortage of stress
as a Registered Dairy : ' —al for California farmers.

Inspector, conducting food ~ George Salsa (right) presenting CDQAP signage CDQAP - CDQAP has several resources. A
safety inspections at dairy 0 Carl Vieira, Arlinda Holsteins. recording of a CDQAP webinar with Colorado
farms and milk processing State’s Dr. Bob Fetsch covers the basics of starting
plants throughout the Central Valley. a discussion when we are concerned about family

or friends. A short two-page checklist highlights
what to look for and how to start making
referrals. CDQAP, in collaboration with UCD's
ANR, compiled a county-by-county list of mental
health emergency contacts.

George established a reputation of being a highly approachable state
regulator, and he always related extremely well with members of the
dairy industry and his fellow inspectors. In 2000, George was promoted
to Regional Supervisor for the Stockton region and was responsible for
overseeing about 12 dairy inspectors working in the North Valley.

« . Continued on Page 2
George was a great guy and always a pleasure to be with,” said Dr.

Richard Breitm?er, past State Veterinarian. “Dairy was in his genes, and
0

he always related so well with producers and staft’ USDA Announces $2M for

George retired from CDFA in 2009 after 23 years of dedicated service, but CA FIooding

his partnership with CDQAP was just beginning. In 1998, prior to George inei

retiring from CDFA, CDQAP was developing a third-party evaluation Apply now, deadline is June 16.

and certification program, one that ensured certified producers followed Last Wednesday NRCS announced that $2 Million
all federal, state, and iocal environmental regulations. Y

had been allocated for flood recovery efforts in
California. Funding can be used to repair existing

We needed to find someone who knew dairies and could relate to EQIP projects or install new ones. Funding is

producers,” said Dr. Deanne Meyer, UCCE Livestock Waste Management

Specialist and CDQAP Environmental Stewardship Module Director. “He limited apd the deadline for application is June
also had to immerse himself in dairy environmental regulation, which 16th, so 1nj[ereste(§l producers ShOUId, apply today
was beyond his extensive food safety training at CDFA” by contacting their local NRCS service center.
Other USDA funding from FSAs Emergency
Using grant money from the US EPA, CDQAP purchased some of Conservation Program (ECP) is available to help
George’s time and that of some of his colleagues to be trained on dairy restore flood-damaged lands and fences. While
regulations. the ECP’s
deadline was
In 2000, the first evaluations were made on CDQAP’s first 12 dairies, with extended until
George leading the CDQAP evaluation team. Inspectors from the State October 13th,
and Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Boards followed up it is likely that
to ensure that nothing was missed, and the academic/regulatory/industry applications will
third-party certification program was born. As the program grew George exceed funding
and his team conducted additional evaluations throughout the state. and producers

Continued on Page 2 should act now.
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https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Milk_and_Dairy_Food_Safety/Registered_Dairy_Inspector.html
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Milk_and_Dairy_Food_Safety/Registered_Dairy_Inspector.html
https://cdqap.org/environmental-stewardship/
https://mma.prnewswire.com/media/787910/CDQAP_2018_Timeline_20th_Anniversary.pdf?p=pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/california/news/nrcs-california-allocates-2-million-to
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/emergency-conservation/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/California/news-releases/2023/usda-extends-deadline-for-emergency-conservation-program-applications-from-california-producers-in-45-counties_04142023_rel001
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/California/news-releases/2023/usda-extends-deadline-for-emergency-conservation-program-applications-from-california-producers-in-45-counties_04142023_rel001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxqGhf6Giqg
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/checklist-williams-fetsch-csce.pdf
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/cdqap-uc-anr-resources.pdf
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George Salsa continued

“George had a unique way of explaining to producers, in a firm but friendly way, changes that had to be made to meet
the complex web of regulations,” said Denise Mullinax, Executive Director of the California Dairy Research Foundation,
CDQAP's parent organization.

Over the next 23 years, George visited and evaluated most of the state’s 1,200 dairies, evaluating current practices,
engaging in practical manure management discussions, and assisting producers in improving t%leir farm stewardship
and sustainability. Not all initial conversations were easy, but George’s good-natured, straight-forward attitude supported
producers in continued improvement and environmental compliance. Over the years he performed about 1,900
evaluations, with his last being on January 24 of this year.

I can think of no higher praise for any person than that he was well loved and made the world a better place,” said Dr.
Michael Payne, Director of the CDQAP. “George was all that and more.”

George is survived by his wife Carol, daughter Susie, and sons George, Michael, and Albert.

Memorial donations can be made to the Gustine Unlimited Scholarship Trust Organization (GUSTO), his church, the
Shrine of Our Lady of Miracles, or the Gustine Fire Department.

Funeral Services will be held Friday May 12 at 10:00 a.m. at the Shrine of Our Lady of Miracles at 370 Linden Ave,
Gustine. A reception will follow at Mission de Oro, 13070 S. Hwy 33, Santa Nella.

Stress in the Dairy Industry continued

National Milk Producers Federation - On the national scene, NMPF has updated its website with additional resources
related to mental health. Resources include a series of articles on the management of farm and ranch stress.

USDA - USDA’ Center for Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships will be hosting a series of webinars addressing
rural mental health awareness. The series of five, 1.5-hour Tuesday workshops all begin at 11:00 AM Pacific Time,
starting on May 9 and ending June 6. The workshops convene farmers and ranchers, technical assistance providers, local
leaders, and federal, state, and university partners to discuss mental health challenges and stressors, and the resources
and services available to address them.

The two workshops potentially of greatest interest to dairy producers include:

F

Tuesday, May 9, 2023, 11 am PT

Farm Stress and Suicide Prevention:
Data, Challenges, and Opportunities

Tuesday, May 30, 2023, 11 am PT

Farm Stress and Suicide: Faith,
Place, and Community Health
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https://www.gustineusd.org/o/gustine-high-school/page/gusto
https://shrineofourladyofmiracles.com/
https://www.cityofgustine.com/pview.aspx?id=13858&catid=649
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016Sd66L6hFRPdweJyIGlWGPMNLJSABYt4dFwkBF-fNfdib1gY6EN67yItkvWM2Hla2JuxODrm1mNE7GfUw0oTvbUGMpkyn1VI_y6WLhbmd9k1KqIjaS-CHvKF7x2Qzkal9OhLcuWFKvQydz6gGhuuwe82yzF0m7ydN13SC8Fq1deE0p_5EkLqPMD-O3wISdnx&c=yAtRfI5g3d6bDj2FgZgr20CAnl9tBeHBbf3pA_QEimORUeQgKxS4rA==&ch=sMdSHiGaAvScKzZWrG1wi_T1oIqIfpkS6BUXeo3xlJUt6Zp7x65h2g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016Sd66L6hFRPdweJyIGlWGPMNLJSABYt4dFwkBF-fNfdib1gY6EN67yItkvWM2Hlafckjmi7ynkrq0WW-LaevSfRM76aATXinpr_Eyc5t86Np75X7h2Vj0jYOjJYeyVS0POhNhylp2lkwAiADY6qlpn9JglSFocT1&c=yAtRfI5g3d6bDj2FgZgr20CAnl9tBeHBbf3pA_QEimORUeQgKxS4rA==&ch=sMdSHiGaAvScKzZWrG1wi_T1oIqIfpkS6BUXeo3xlJUt6Zp7x65h2g==
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsd-qupjgoEk-coviMnz7CUqqnIs48Bkk
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsd-qupjgoEk-coviMnz7CUqqnIs48Bkk
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItdOqvrjItHTSyraAd4cIloJJvzEFKloY
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItdOqvrjItHTSyraAd4cIloJJvzEFKloY

