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CDFA Announcement of Dairy Plus+
Program Funds Anticipated this Month!

Interested in applying? Start gathering data now.

By: Denise Mullinax, Executive Director, California Dairy Research
Foundation; Assistant Director, CDQAP 9

Dairy producers interested in applying for the new Dairy
Plus+ Program grant dollars should watch for CDFA
announcements in their trade association, processor
newsletters and other communications this month.

CDFA will offer millions of additional dollars of “climate
smart” grants to California producers through USDA funding
secured by its partnership with the California Dairy Research
Foundation and the CA dairy industry. This spring will be the
first round of this funding opportunity.

The new grant program will provide financial assistance to adopt
advanced manure management practices that reduce both methane
emissions and nitrogen surplus. Practices eligible in the year’s
solicitation will include:

Vermifiltration

Weeping walls (with 3 cells or more)

Advanced solids separation with flocculation and/or bead filters
Subsurface drip irrigation/fertigation (plus one of the practices
above)

o Aerated composting (plus one of the practices above)

All producers are eligible to apply for Dairy Plus+ Program dollars,
including producers that have previously received DDRDP or AMMP
funds in the past. Producers should refer to the CDFA solicitation for
cost-share funding eligibility amounts and specific program details.

As with the other CDFA incentive funding programs, the Dairy
Plus+ Program awardees are selected on a competitive basis. The
application window is short-applications are due 60 days post
solicitation announcement. Producers and their grant application
teams are encouraged to start gathering info and completing their
applications now to develop competitive grant packages.

More information, tools and resources are available on the CDFA,
CDRF and CDQAP webpages.
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Pig Heads and Terrorists

Joint FBI - USDA training offers farmers
and ranchers guidance on how to protect
against accidental and deliberate threats.

By: Michael Payne DVM, PhD Director, CDQAP

Landing at Atlanta’s Hartsfield
International, an airline
traveler from Ecuador

was relieved of part of the
family’s celebratory reunion
meal after “Hardy”, part of
the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection’s (CBP) Beagle Brigade,

sniffed out a roasted pig's head in baggage at the
world's busiest airport.

On its face, the seizing of a pig head (or a whole
cooked pig) seems amusing. In fact, the danger
posed by smuggling in agricultural materials,
potentially carrying foreign microbes or insects, is
very real.

It is likely that similar smuggled meat scrapes were
the cause of the British Foot & Mouth Disease
(FMD) outbreak in 2001. That incident resulted

in the depopulation of some 10 million animals
from 2,000 farms at a cost of $13 billion. Modeling
by the University of California estimates that

costs to the State and industry would be $565
million for every hour FMD went undetected after
introduction.

Joint FBI/USDA Training - Knowing how to
differentiate between accidental contamination

Continued on Page 2

Criminals, Dairies and Drones

New flyer on suspicious drone activity.
Criminals are using drones - A )
to scout rural property for /9‘/“:

equipment to steal, and animal M ey &
rights activists use drones to R ¢ .
gather video footage at dairies
and ranches. A CDQAP
partner, the Central California
Intelligence Center (CCIC), a law enforcement fusion
center, has developed a flyer on how farmers can
respond. For more information on the flyer contact
CCIC’s ag lead Tom Waltz. For comprehensive
information dealing with trespass and drones on
California dairies, see this CDQAP webpage.

CDQAP is a program of the California Dairy Research Foundation.


https://sacrtac.org/
https://www.dairycares.com/_files/ugd/e8c369_b0b775dc84874562bf63337d1057d57c.pdf
mailto:twaltz@sacsheriff.com
https://cdqap.org/ruminations/dealing-with-trespass-and-drones-on-california-dairies/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/dairyplus/
https://cdrf.org/climate-smart-commodities-grant-info/
https://cdqap.org/ammp-outreach-project/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beagle_Brigade
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/flights/todayinthesky/2018/10/16/us-customs-beagle-intercepts-roast-pig-atlanta-airport/1661801002/
https://www.ajc.com/blog/airport/customs-dog-intercepts-whole-pig-atlanta-airport/HxslpY6E4rY97P2r8yWnnL/
https://www.ajc.com/blog/airport/customs-dog-intercepts-whole-pig-atlanta-airport/HxslpY6E4rY97P2r8yWnnL/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKTymApL__4
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21217024/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21217024/
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Pig Heads and Terrorists- Joint FBI-USDA Training continued

(like the British FMD outbreak) and a deliberate attack is the focus of a joint FBI/USDA training currently being offered
across the country. Called the Animal Plant Health Joint Criminal Epidemiological Investigations Course (Crime Epi
Course for short), the award-winning training is in its third revision. With assistance from CDQAP, the course was
delivered on March 7 & 8 at the Robert Cabral Ag Center in Stockton, with participants from all ag regulatory and
industry sectors. Here are some of the non-classified, open-source highlights from the two-day workshop:

Foreign Threats to Ag - While no malice was involved in Officer Hardy’s pig head case, there is evidence that “threat
actors” continue to consider contamination of the food supply. Perhaps the most glaring example of this were hundreds
of documents found at an al Qaeda terrorist training camp in Afghanistan, documenting planned terrorist attacks
against the Western food supplies. Foreign attacks don’t have to involve contamination or disease. Recently ransomware
cyberattacks have been exponentially increasing in the financial, health care and agricultural sectors.

Domestic Extremists — By far, however, the most common cause of terrorism in the U.S. are environmental and animal
rights extremists. The FBI estimates that these extremists collectively committed some 1,100 criminal acts from 1976
to 2004 alone, with damages conservatively estimated at $110 million. In 2012 animal rights activists took credit for a
series of truck fire arsons at the Harris Ranch in Coalinga, causing $2.5 million damage. That same year eco-terrorists
attempted to blow up a natural gas pipeline in Plano Texas.

Animal rights activists are becoming increasingly aggressive and dangerous. In recent years they have impersonated job
applicants, teachers, census takers and USDA inspectors to gain access to farms. They have installed clandestine cameras
at processing facilities, released animals and committed cyber-attacks. In the U.S. and abroad extremists have engaged in
blackmail, vandalism, death threats and assault.

Even the mere presence of activists during a “open-rescue” activity represents a biosecurity threat to production facilities.
In 2016 a North Coast egg laying facility was forced to destroy 45,000 chickens for fear of contamination by activists. The
court ordered the two activists involved to pay the owners $331,991 to compensate them for their losses.

Deliberate contamination - While uncommon, deliberate contamination of the U.S. food supply chain has occurred. In
2002 some 850,00 gallons of fluid milk was recalled from some 6,000 California retail outlets resulting from deliberate
contamination of a processor storage silo. The FBI case is still open, but may have been financially motivated. Bulk tank
contamination by disgruntled former employees has also occurred on the farm.

Farms Visitors — Pathogens can be accidentally introduced to a farm in a variety of ways, including wildlife, foreign
visitors and feed imported from other countries. Visitors or feed from countries where FMD is endemic are of particular
concern. Biosecurity recommendations for foreign visitors are available from CDFA and Iowa State.

Economic Espionage — The FBI estimates billions of dollars are lost every year due to theft of intellectual property.
Methods employed for economic espionage range from seemingly harmless elicitation and dumpster diving, to bribery
and computer hacking. There is increasing concern that precision agriculture may provide previously unrecognized
vulnerability to theft of confidential data. A series of case histories from the FBI shows that insider espionage can be
particularly challenging. Visitors to processing plants also present significant risks. Espionage is increasingly being
directed at agricultural companies, biotechnology firms and universities. Two FBI case histories describe the theft of
proprietary corn and rice seed by Chinese nationals.
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https://www.usaha.org/upload/Announcements/Domestic_APH_Crim_Epi_Course_Sum.pdf
https://www.usaha.org/upload/Announcements/Domestic_APH_Crim_Epi_Course_Sum.pdf
https://modernfarmer.com/2013/12/food-insecurity-farms-next-terrorist-target/
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/CDQAP_November2022_FINAL.pdf
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/CDQAP_November2022_FINAL.pdf
https://archives.fbi.gov/archives/news/testimony/animal-rights-extremism-and-ecoterrorism
https://abc30.com/news/exclusive-new-developments-in-harris-ranch-arson-case/385952/
https://archives.fbi.gov/archives/dallas/press-releases/2013/plano-man-guilty-in-pipeline-bombing-incident
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/cdqap-newsletter-october-2020.pdf
https://irp.fas.org/eprint/leftwing.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stop_Huntingdon_Animal_Cruelty
https://www.fresnobee.com/news/local/article273382640.html
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/industry-news/animal-welfare-activists-must-pay-331991-in-restitution-to-california-far/
https://www.dairycares.com/_files/ugd/e8c369_bafb054ee9d243e3afd756735e0cc47f.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/emergency_management/downloads/fmd_rrg_freedom_and_vaccination.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health/pdfs/biotipsft.pdf
https://vetmed.iastate.edu/sites/default/files/VDPAM/FMD-International-Travel-Info.pdf
https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/intellectual-property-protection-brochure.pdf/view
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR473F5Zj-AhVzJ30KHY-_BlYQFnoECA0QAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fbi.gov%2Ffile-repository%2Feconomic-espionage-1.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0HPcwBTPGMsZfgXADCzXY1
https://ucr.fbi.gov/investigate/counterintelligence/elicitation-brochure
https://www.dni.gov/files/NCSC/documents/news/20180724-economic-espionage-pub.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjV07zfkqD-AhUpEDQIHWbxDScQFnoECA0QAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hsdl.org%2Fc%2Fview%3Fdocid%3D826417&usg=AOvVaw1ssElgXCptSgNjOeSdutgJ
http://www.sis.pitt.edu/lersais/research/sac-pa/resources/insider-threat-brochure.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiq18XX5Jj-AhXRI30KHXiXCUQQFnoECA4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fbi.gov%2Ffile-repository%2Frisks-mitigations-of-visitors-brochure.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2h2TV3T18FDSGrX0JMoe7s
https://ucr.fbi.gov/investigate/counterintelligence/agricultural-economic-espionage-brochure

