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Update on Dairy Flood Recovery

By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Veet. Medicine; Director, CDQAP

Producers imf)acted by historic
storms are still struggling to
recover, even as they face the
continued threat of flooding
/

from spring snow melt. On April
11, USDA and CDFA delivered a
webinar summarizing assistance
Frograms that might benefit
armers and their employees.
Producers who were unable to
attend can view a recording of
the presentations and the subsequent Q&A webinar. USDA
disaster assistance programs, however, are numerous and
complex. Two resources available which can help guide
producers are the online Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool
and the Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet.

The most efficient path to assistance, however, is contacting
one of USDAS local offices. The Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Services Agency (FSA)
and Rural Development (RD) are USDA sister-agencies, and
are frequently co-located in the same service centers. Contact
and local address information for the various USDA agencies
can be found using the USDA's service center locator. The
agencies can assist producers via in-person meetings, phone,
or email. Record keeping for the system (the USDA Farm
Number) is typically managed by FSA, so producers may wish
to make that agency their first stop.

Here are highlights from USDA’s webinar and other sources:

Feed Losses — According to the April 20 Question & Answer
webinar recording, there are no USDA programs currently
available to assist with losses of stored feed.

Restoring Flood-Damaged Land & Fences — USDA’s
Farm Services Agency (ESA) has extended the deadline for
applications to its Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)
to October 13, 2023. ECP provides financial assistance to
help restore farmland to pre-disaster conditions. Eligible
lands include commercial farming, ranching, and orchard
operations. Approved practices include debris removal,
grading and leveling,
repair or replacement of e s
permanent fencing, and o "‘ g
restoration of conservation &q ,
structures. Payments are oy s
limited to $500,000 per
person or legal entity per
disaster. This program is
gopular with dairy farmers
ecause it is one of the few
FSA programs that does not
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Checking in with i
Government During Floods
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Vet Med; Director, CDQAP N

For weeks, producers, aided by friends and

neighbors, have struggled night and day to keep livestock
alive and operations intact. It's understandable that keeping
in touch with the government hasn't been a top priority. Still,
there are good reasons to touch base with various agencies
when time and circumstances allow.

Regional Water Board - RB-5 understands that movement
of animals was an unavoidable consequence of the recent
flooding. Notifying board staff now however, of how many
cows were moved and to which locations, can help prevent
regulatory problems in the future. South Valley producers
(Madera and south) can call 559-445-5975. North Valley
producers can call 916-464-4724.

Dairy Inspection — To keep Grade A permits uninterrupted,
producers moving cows into either a mothballed facility

or repopulating the home dairy need to have facilities
inspected. Producers should either contact their county milk
inspection service or their regional milk inspection office.
Offices are making these inspections a priority.

Mortality Disposal Problems — Baker Industries has been
working overtime to find ways to remove carcasses from
dairies impacted by flooding. If regular disposal services can't
cope, CDFA wants to know so they can develop alternate
disposal options. South Valley producers (Madera and south)
can call CDFA's district office at 559-331-3669. North Valley
producers can call 209-491-9350.

Notify County of Losses — The more data the state and its
counties have on real losses, the more ammunition they have
to seek expanded disaster funding. Tulare County asks that
producers take a few minutes to complete two short forms,
one for the Ag Commissioner and another for Tulare County
proper. Producers needing assistance can call the Call Center
at 559-802-9791 during working hours.

In Memoriam: Clay Rodgers

It was with deep sadness that we learned [
this month of the passing of Clay
Rodgers. A tireless advocate for protecting
California’s surface and ground waters,
Clay served as Assistant Executive Officer
for the Central Water Board’s Fresno e
Office. Over the decades CDQAP has \“
benefited much from Clay’s knowledge, R
labors and especially his forthright Clay Rodgers,
honesty. He was a steadfast partner from the ;- 5953
beginning of CDQAP, assisting on subjects

ranging from general water quality compliance to third party
certification to managing natural disasters. He is survived by
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his wife Nancy and three children. He will be greatly missed.

CDQAP is a program of the California Dairy Research Foundation.


https://www.agri-pulse.com/articles/19195-pleas-for-flood-relief-rise-as-dairies-struggle-to-survive-and-farmworkers-cant-pay-rent
https://www.agri-pulse.com/articles/19195-pleas-for-flood-relief-rise-as-dairies-struggle-to-survive-and-farmworkers-cant-pay-rent
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5OLstzuhic
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjZiMGMyYmQtOWM4Mi00MzM3LWE4ZWMtM2ZjMmY0NWViZTk5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7B%22Tid%22%3A%22ed5b36e7-01ee-4ebc-867e-e03cfa0d4697%22%2C%22Oid%22%3A%22b8643449-325f-40fe-84bc-e97520198870%22%2C%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3Atrue%2C%22role%22%3A%22a%22%7D&btype=a&role=a
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/disaster-tool
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-09/fsa-disasterassistance-at-a-glance-sept.-2021_0.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/index
https://www.rd.usda.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.rafiusa.org/blog/beginning-farmers-how-and-why-to-get-a-farm-number/
https://www.rafiusa.org/blog/beginning-farmers-how-and-why-to-get-a-farm-number/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjZiMGMyYmQtOWM4Mi00MzM3LWE4ZWMtM2ZjMmY0NWViZTk5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7B%22Tid%22%3A%22ed5b36e7-01ee-4ebc-867e-e03cfa0d4697%22%2C%22Oid%22%3A%22b8643449-325f-40fe-84bc-e97520198870%22%2C%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3Atrue%2C%22role%22%3A%22a%22%7D&btype=a&role=a
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/California/news-releases/2023/usda-extends-deadline-for-emergency-conservation-program-applications-from-california-producers-in-45-counties_04142023_rel001
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/emergency-conservation/index
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/milk_and_dairy_food_safety/Approved_Insp_Services.html
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/milk_and_dairy_food_safety/Approved_Insp_Services.html
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/milk_and_dairy_food_safety/pdfs/RegionalOfficesContacts.pdf
https://www.dairycares.com/_files/ugd/e8c369_d58bec95f6b144beb8d469cc33a75b04.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TulareCountyAgDisasterSurvey?fbclid=IwAR3okjnoXkngi0XAKL65atdecydo9Yp1rUFXDYBVXVRwqN3BSkAZQvmgv4w
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/8c7026d9454e4205b3121c7101566d05?portalUrl=https://iportal.tularecounty.ca.gov/iportal\
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Update on Dairy Flood Recovery continued

have an individual or company Annual Gross Income (AGI) cap for applicants. See below.

Animal Losses & Forced Culling — FSA’s Livestock Indemnity Program, LIP, provides assistance for excessive mortalities or
reduced sale price due to disaster-related injury. Payments are limited to 75 percent of the market value of the livestock as
determined by USDA. Payments listed for 2022 are $1,020 for adult dairy cows and between $255 and $835 for non-adult dairy
cattle. Importantly, producers must file a notice of loss within 30 days of death or when the injury becomes apparent. As with
most USDA disaster assistance programs, the individual or entity applicant cannot have an average Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI) that exceeds $900,000. Whether or not a company or producer’s personal income exceeds that cap is best explored by
meeting with FSA directly.

Loss of Grazing Forage - Producers who incorporate grazing and experienced grazing losses or stored feed should contact
their local FSA office and inquire about its Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP)
program. Dairies whose cows graze for only a portion of their time may still qualify. As with most USDA disaster assistance
programs, the individual or entity applicant cannot have an average Acfjfusted Gross Income (AGI) that exceeds $900,000.

Tree Replacement — Even for trees not uprooted by floodwaters, orchards flooded for more than 5 to 10 days may experience
tree loss, depending on the state of dormancy. Dairy producers who have tree crops damaged by flooding should consider
ESA’s Tree Assistance Program. TAP may pay up to 65 percent of the cost of replanting for losses in excess of normal mortality,
defined by USDA as 18 percent. Acreage is limited to 1,000 acres and the company’s gross income cannot exceed $900,000.
Application deadlines are 90 days from the event, or when tree loss becomes apparent.

Future Crop Insurance - Producers who anticipate future crop losses due to flooding in late 2023 or 2024 could consider the
FSA’s Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). The program is complex but specifically includes crops grown
for livestock consumption. Application closing dates vary by crop. Producers should contact a USDA crop insurance agent for
questions regarding insurability of a crop in their county. As with many USDA programs, an individual’s or entity’s average
AGI cannot exceed $900,000.

Low Interest Loans — FSA offers emergency low-interest farm loans in disaster-declared areas for farmers who have at least a
30 percent loss in revenue and are unable to obtain credit through normal channels. The low-cost loans can be used to restore
or replace essential property, pay all or part of disaster-associated production losses and refinance certain debts. Applications
for these loans must be made within 8 months of the disaster declaration.

EQIP Funding - As most producers are aware, the flagship program for the USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service,
NRCS, is its Environmental Quality Incentives Program. While EQIP routinely provides funding to promote adaptation

of conservation practices on the farm, the program does offer assistance during disasters as well. EQIP projects which are
currently under development, but were destroyed by natural disaster, may have the existing contract moditied for reapplication.
Projects which were already completed but destroyed may similarly be refinanced. Lastly, financial assistance for completely
new projects, tailored to a specific type of disaster, may be available. Typically, application must be made within 60 days of the
disaster, but the required field visit might be delayed until floodwaters recede. To determine availability of funding, producers
should contact NRCS directly.

Employee Housing - USDA’s Rural Development agency has a wide variety of programs, some of which might be useful to
emplorees living oft the farm. Grants and low-cost loans can be used to reﬁair fioors, roofs, wells, or septic systems. While
ity i

eligibility is usually limited to applicants over 62 years of age, waivers for the age limit may be granted. If vacant USDA multi-
family units are available in the affected area, the agency can offer priority housing for displaced households. For employees
forced to relocate, direct home loans can be made to buy or build affordable housing. A guide to Rural Development’s Disaster
Resources can be found here.

Disaster Nutrition Assistance for Employees — Some dairy employees’ income may have been disrupted during the disaster.
USDA recently announced that California residents in seven counties could be eligible for USDA’s Disaster Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (D-SNAP). Employees who could not get to work, whose home or workplace was damaged or
had to evacuate due to flooding may be available for supplemental nutritional assistance. This is a one-time payment from
USDA, and is only applicable to income losses that occurred from the period of February 21 to March 22. Deadlines for
application are tight and employees should fill out an online application no later than April 25. Once the application is made,
employees can follow up with a call to CalFresh at 1-800-540-6880 (option #1).

Other CDQAP Flooding Links:
California Dairies: Coping with Flooding and Evacuations (Overview Updated January 2023)
CDQAP/ CDFA Checklist for Emergenci[ Flood Evacuation of a Dairy
Managing Dairies During Heavy Rainfall: Actions Producers Can Take In-Between Rain Storms
Emergency Flooding Advisory: Tulare & Central Valley Counties, March 17, 2023 =1 CALIFORNIA
Responding and Recovering from a Flood Event (March 2023 Newsletter) é
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https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/payment-eligibility/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-indemnity/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2022/fsa_lip_livestockimdemnityprogram_factsheet_2022.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/payment-eligibility/index
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/payment-eligibility/index
https://thealmonddoctor.com/flooding-and-almond-tree-survival/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/tree_assistance_program-tap-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2023/fsa_nap_noninsuredcropdisasterassistance_factsheet_2023.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/State-Offices/California/pdfs/2023 NAP Application Closing Dates-1.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/emergency-farm-loans/index
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.rd.usda.gov/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/highlight/usda-rural-development-summary-major-programs
https://www.rd.usda.gov/media/file/download/rd-disastertoolkit-final508.pdf
https://www.morningagclips.com/usda-announces-approval-of-d-snap-for-california-disaster-areas-2/
https://www.getcalfresh.org/en/d-snap
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/CalFresh/Disaster-Response/April2023-DCF-Flyer.pdf
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/CalFresh/Disaster-Response/April2023-DCF-Flyer.pdf
https://benefitscal.com/ApplyForBenefits/DCBGA
https://www.getcalfresh.org/en/d-snap
https://www.wifss.ucdavis.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Web-Page-Flood-Updated-Jan-2-2023-PDF.pdf
https://www.wifss.ucdavis.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Flood-Evacuation-Checklist-Updated-1-1-2023-PDF.pdf
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/cdqap_newsletter_january_2023.pdf
https://www.dairycares.com/_files/ugd/e8c369_816dd72bf62b493886b0733356c5c8bb.pdf
https://cdqap.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/cdqap_newsletter_march_2023.pdf

