
CDQAP Quality Assurance Update - December 2020

CDQAP is a program of the California Dairy Research Foundation.

Continued on next page

CDQAP 2020: Year in Review  
By Dr. Michael Payne, UC Davis, School of Veterinary Medicine and Director, CDQAP

This year, CDQAP, like the entire California 
dairy industry, had to adapt quickly to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In spite of lockdown 
orders and new urgent priorities, our partnership 
saw a lot of activity. Highlights of 2020 include:

	☑ Mortality Disposal – When two of the 
state’s three rendering plants went down in 
February, CDQAP worked with CDFA, regional water boards 
and county environmental health to create emergency disposal 
plans specific for each county. CDQAP has also joined trade 
groups to form an advisory committee working with CDFA to 
address carcass disposal issues. 

	☑ COVID-19 – In mid-March CDQAP, like many agencies and 
organizations focused efforts on responding to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Central to this was outreach related to food safety, 
employee travel, employee health, and regulatory inspections.

	☑ Milk Disposal – COVID supply chain disruptions resulted 
in some milk being left on the farm. CDQAP collaborated 
with water boards to develop an on-farm milk disposal policy 
and producer guidelines protecting both the environment and 
producer plumbing as well. Similar outreach was distributed 
following a natural gas delivery interruption in May.

	☑ Online Classes – To better fit producers’ schedules, we again 
provided an online version of our water quality courses. This 
resource is also useful during COVID restrictions. Contact us 
for more information on accessing these free courses from the 
national Cooperative Extension platform.

	☑ Region 1 Classes – To assist North Coast producers in 
completing obligations under their new General Waste Discharge 
Requirements, CDQAP partnered with their water board and 
trade groups to offer not only in-person, socially-distanced 
training but concurrent online training as well. The information 
from these workshops is available online through our learning 
management system. 

	☑ Dairy Security – Following farm robberies in the first half of the 
year, CDQAP worked with law enforcement to provide timely 
recommendations to protect dairy employees. CDQAP worked 
with CMAB to collect and distribute information on activist 
intrusions to state, county, and federal law enforcement agencies. 

	☑ FMD Preparation – Partnering with USDA and CDFA, CDQAP 
worked as part of the team planning for a foreign animal disease 
outbreak, such as Foot and Mouth Disease. The work is moving 
forward with a goal of creating a protocal to allow producers 
and processors to continue shipping milk from uninfected farms 
during an incident.  Continued on next page

Quick Convos Webinars 
National FARM Program 
Most of California’s producers participate in 
the National Dairy FARM Program, most often 
through second party evaluations provided by their 
processors. To further explain how it works, this year, 
the program has been holding 30-minute webinars 
introducing producers to its various components. 
Previous webinars have addressed animal care and 
environmental stewardship, with 
January’s presentations focusing 
on antibiotic stewardship and 
workforce development. To 
register for upcoming webinars 
or view recordings of previous 
presentations, go to FARM’s 
Quick Convos homepage. 

Don’t Forget! Recordings 
Now Available if you missed 
the Virtual California Dairy 
Sustainability Summit
 By Denise Mullinax, Assistant Director, CDQAP

The second 
California Dairy 
Sustainability 
Summit took place 

online this past November 5-6. 600+ tuned in live 
throughout the two-day event. Attendees included 
government officials, dairy farmers and industry 
representatives, students and university faculty, dairy 
processors and customers, and others stakeholders at 
the local, state, national, and international level. You 
can now watch the session recordings here.

Highlights include an excellent panel discussion 
among leaders at Dairy Farmers of America, Land 
O' Lakes, Inc., California Dairies, Inc., and Secretary 
Tom Vilsack. There are also a number of sessions 
featuring dairy producers, as they discuss their 
experiences with robotic milking systems, engaging 
in local SGMA discussions, implementing new tillage 
and irrigation practices, and participating in local 
nitrate management zones. 

Research Poster Videos: The California Research 
Foundation hosted a "virtual poster session," or 
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	☑ AMMP Webinars – CDQAP partnered with CDFA and CDRF to develop a road show of Alternative Manure 
Management Practices with dairy producers talking to dairy producers about the technologies they have invested in. 
When COVID-19 prevented the in-person farm tours, CDQAP pivoted and deployed the first in a series of 30-minute 
webinars to share technology experiences. 

	☑ Preparing for the Future – Every week CDQAP is conferencing with governmental organizations and trade groups, 
planning outreach. Bi-weekly calls with the Central Valley water board staff for instance have focused on CV-SALTS’s 
nitrate and salinity programs, as well as potential changes to RB-5’s Dairy General Order. 

	☑ Environmental Certification – CDQAP certified 790 dairies in Environmental Stewardship, with those facilities receiving 
a 50% savings in annual water quality permit fees, collectively saving producers over $2,000,000 per year.

	☑ Awards – This year we were proud to announce that CDQAP’s own Dr. Deanne Meyer received not only the North Coast 
Water Board’s Water Quality Stewardship Award but the Bradford /Rominger Agricultural Sustainability Leadership 
Award as well. 

CDQAP Year in Review (continued) 

Recordings Available from California Dairy Sustainability Summit (continued) 
a series of 2-3-minute videos highlighting results of select California dairy research 
projects in sustainability, providing the latest science you can use in making business 
decisions on your facility. 
The list of research videos includes:
•	 Effect of Solid-Liquid Separation on Mitigation of Methane 
•	 Manure Nutrient Recycling in Silage Corn and Wheat 
•	 Growing and Feeding Sugarbeets on California Dairies
•	 Red Seaweed Reduces Enteric Methane up to 80% in Beef Steers
•	 Healthy Soils
•	 and more!

The videos and poster PDFs are available on the post session site and can also be accessed on CDRF’s website.
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