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Online CDQAP Short Course 
(water) Classes Available 
By Denise Mullinax, Executive Director California Dairy Research 
Foundation

Completing education classes is the first step in CDQAP 
Certification.  Classes are available online to make them 
more accessible.  The online water course is in segments 
which can be completed at once or taken individually 
as time permits.  Producers looking for a reminder on 
specific aspects of manure management or regulations 
can also review an individual segment. For more 
information or to be set up to access the CDQAP Short 
Course contact Denise Mullinax at (209)585-6744 or 
mullinax@cdrf.org 
Example Short Course segments include:

•  Water Quality Regulations
•  Backflow Prevention
•  Manure Management-source generation
•  Manure Collection, Transportation & Utilization
•  Advanced Treatment Technologies
•  Liquid Manure Storage Requirements- the Waste 
Management Plan and the impacts of nutrient    
requirements on liquid storage capacity and design
•  The Sampling and Analysis Plan and protocols for 
collecting a representative sample
•  Reporting Requirements of the WDR General 
Order

Central Valley Annual Report Tips
By Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock Waste Management Specialist 
Dept. of Animal Science, UC Davis and UC ANR

The summer solstice is nearly here. In the Central 
Valley that means Annual Reports are due shortly 
(July 1) to the Regional Water Quality Control Board.  
This year we’re seeing more Cease and Desist Orders 
than previous years.  It’s important that your Annual 
Report reflect management at the dairy and that manure 
applications are in line with Nutrient Budgets.  
Be sure you’ve included results for: solid and liquid 
manure, groundwater, plant tissue, soil (20% of fields) 
analyses and manifests for any manure transported off-
site.  If your current report does not have extra mineral 
analyses for one set of solid and liquid manure samples, 
be sure to get that analyzed this year. It’s an every other 
year analyses and easily forgotten.  
Carefully read through your crop yields and your 
nitrogen applied to nitrogen removed ratios.  Any 
applied to removed ration less than .6 or greater than 
1.4 should have an explanation in the notes section 
of your Report.  Remember to include comments in 
your Report’s notes section to explain anything that 
is unusual, abnormal or might been seen as very odd. 
Lastly, meticulously review your report before you sign 
it.

Continued on next page

Engage Locally for Nitrate Program
By Deanne Meyer, Ph.D., Livestock Waste Management Specialist 
Dept. of Animal Science, UC Davis and UC ANR

Some 650 Central Valley dairy producers in Priority 
1 groundwater basins received a certified letter in 
early June.  Last month we highlighted the process.  
There is no economically viable quick fix to remediate 
groundwater nitrate concentrations. This month we’re 
encouraging dairy producers in Priority 1 areas to 
engage immediately with your nitrate management 
zone group.  These groups will work collaboratively 
to provide safe drinking water within their subbasin. 
They will also work to identify reasonable management 
practices for each group of water users to implement to 
improve water quality.  Dairy industry representation is 
essential for development of reasonable management 
practices.  More information on Nitrate Management 

Continued on next page

As California Opens Up, Activist 
Trespass Expected to Increase
By Dr. Michael Payne, Director California Dairy Quality Assurance 
Program

With relaxation of travel restrictions have come new 
reports of animal activist trespass. Last month activist 
“scouts” entered feedlots in Imperial County. A new 
strategy appears to involve trespass on processing 
facilities in order to install recording devices. Employees 
finding such devices should leave them undisturbed and 
inform management so they can be collected as evidence 
by local law enforcement. 
This month we were also informed of a new activist 
effort, Project Counterglow. Based on publically 
available information, the website provides interactive 
map locations of livestock and poultry farms and 
processing plants across the nation. These GPS locations 
are further linked to a facility database, allowing 
activists to collect and post notes, photos, and videos 

http://cdrf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CDQAP_May2020-FINAL.pdf
https://www.cvsalinity.org/nitrate-control-program#how-does-the-new-nitrate-compliance-affect-my-industry
https://www.counterglow.org/
https://papertrail.counterglow.org/categories
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Zones is available from the Central Valley Salinity 
Alternatives for Long-Term sustainability (CV-
SALTS).  Dairy industry participation in local 
management zone discussions is urgent and 
necessary. Contact information for each subbasin is 
available at the Central Valley Dairy Representative 
Monitoring Program’s website.

Nitrate Program (continued)
related to specific farms. Industry partners will be 
monitoring site for indications of planned trespass and 
theft on California dairies. 
There are some actions producers can take to protect 
themselves. When alerted to the presence of trespassers, 
employees should be trained to immediately contact 
local law enforcement. If employees feel uncomfortable 
calling law enforcement, they should be encouraged to 
contact the farm owner and manager. No Trespassing 
signs, posted at least 3 per mile, allow district attorneys 
to prosecute such trespass not as an infraction, but 
rather a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up 
$1,000 and/or 6 months in a county jail. 
To aid law enforcement in monitoring criminal 
patterns it’s important to document activist incursions. 
Producers can pass along incidents to their trade 
group or processor field staff who will see it gets 
to the appropriate state and federal industry and 
law enforcement groups. Producers wanting more 
information can request an Activist Playbook from 
their CMAB delegate or by emailing askus@
realcaliforniamilk.com. In addition CDQAP has 
developed a comprehensive website Dealing with 
Trespass and Drones on California Dairies.

Activist Tresspass (continued)

California Dairy Sustainability Summit Rescheduled
Register today for the California Dairy Sustainability Summit, now taking place November 5-6, 2020, at Cal 
Expo in Sacramento. This event showcases world-leading achievements in planet-smart dairy farm practices 
and dairy’s role in advancing California’s sustainability objectives. Discover new ways for dairy farms to ensure 
economic and environmental sustainability, develop new business opportunities, and meet challenges with new 
technologies and practices. The inaugural event in 2018 drew more than 600 attendees, including 200 represen-
tatives from the state’s family dairy farms. The California Dairy Sustainability Summit is co-hosted Dairy Cares, 
California Dairy Quality Assurance Program, California Dairy Research Foundation, Dairy Council of California, 
and California Milk Advisory Board. Register at https://www.cadairysummit.com/.

https://www.cvsalinity.org/nitrate-control-program#how-does-the-new-nitrate-compliance-affect-my-industry
http://www.cvdrmp.org/nitrate-control-program.html
http://cdrf.org/2018/09/28/dealing-with-trespass-and-drones-on-california-dairies/
http://cdrf.org/2018/09/28/dealing-with-trespass-and-drones-on-california-dairies/
https://www.cadairysummit.com/.

